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INTRODUCTION

IN a previous work with the comprehensive title of “ ViTan
Rewisrrarion,” first published in 1902, there was (Chapter V.)
oiven & very brief sketch of “The Census; and Some of its
Uses,”

Since that outline was penned vearly two decades have
elapsed, and Census-taking has evolved very considerably.

The Censua Act of 1920 has inaugurated o vew era of
Fonumeration, as is appropriate and necessary in the novel
cirenmstances of an after-war age.

No longer need the Census and its authovity be decennial,
For a permanent measure and a quinguennial Census there has
for lnlf a century been a strong cry from statisticians,  Doth
these desidevato have now been granted.  The Census Aet
iz permanent, By the statute of 10200 His Majesty may
suthorize, by Opder in Council, a Census to be taken five
- years after the Enumeration of 1921

A better and foller Census is in view with the achieve-
ment, mainly owing to the efforts of the Royal Statistical
Society, of the two main fresh pointz in Census-taking—
permanency and power to earry onb an Enumeration every
five vears

A more frequent Census will render more practicable
the co-ordination of Census rvesults with the returns of other
Government Departinents, such as veports relating to Food
and Industry, Imports aud Exports, and, of course, with the
tigures published by the Hegistrar-General regarding Births,

Deaths, and Marringes, It may be mentioned here that the
G
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Second Edition of “Virar ReesTrarTion™ (Chapter VIL)
denls, in u practical fashion, with the valnable information
furnished by the varipus Statistical Heports of the Registra-
tion Department, partly linking up indirectly such Reports
with the Population Census, und pointing to the lessons of
Mortality Statistics,

Aliusion to “ ViraL Re@istrariox ™ iz relevant, The
present book is on the eame lines Though complete in
itsolf, it is, indeed, a companton and complementary publica-
tion. From many authoritative quarters—Sheriffs, Registrars,
Advocates, Clergymen, Doctors, Medieal Officers of Tlealth,
and tmaoy others—expressions of approbation were received
as Lo the interest and value of © Vitad Registrotion™ And
it iz heped that an even wider cirele may welcone this work;
for the Census Act, 1020, 1z applicable to (Great Britain, and,
accordingly, there will be found herein an outline of the
evolution of the Census in Epgland.

Also, the Censns Aet for Trcland appears in the Appendix.

onsisting of three Parts and an Appendix, the book, owiug
to the inereased expense of publiehing to-day, has been kept
withio very moderate limitz,

Much enconragement has been given the writer recently to
put forth, in permanent form, articlee upou varions aspeets of
the ('ensus which e had contributed to the Prese, from time
1o time, in his limited leisure ; and zome part of such contribu-
ttons are embodied in this publication. Possibly he may, later,
have au opportunity of izening a larger and completer work
on this preat and many-sided subject. Meantime, to meat the
present and immediate demand, this rapid and general sketch
is submitted in the hope that it may, at least in some measure,
justify the opinion of the snpreme Head of the Census in
Scotland, who kindly wrote as follows:—* I have no doubt
that it will be very helpful wo those who are concerned with
the sdministration of the Aet, or are otherwize interested in
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Census questions, to have available a work of this nature,” and
he (the Secretary of State for Scotland) added, in a later
note, " T hope the book may bave a wide eirculation.”

It would take a syndicate to deal completely and ex-
haustively with the Census in all its aspects. The writer
iz aware of the limits of this work. But it has a certain
unity and gradation, resulting from its limitations as the
outcome of one mind; for there is truth in the observation
by Deseartes: “Souvent il n'y a pas tant de perfection dans
les ouvrages composés de plusicurs pitces, et fait de la main
de divers maitres, qu'en ceux auxquels un senl a travaille”

Especially in the eatlier pari of the book, the use of many
fignres and statistical tables has boen carefully avoided; as
masses of figures are repellent to the general veader, althouglh
abtractive lo the statiseician.

It was partly owing te the fact that this work was being
written white the Census Bill wag under discussion that such
points as the exclusion of the Infirmities inguiry and the
cxpedicney of having an  inguiry into  Heligion in Great
Britain are treated wt some lewgth.  The question of a
Religions Census will, vo doubt, reappesr as usual at the
next FEnumeration, and some otler motters alloded to will
alse fall to be recomsidersd,  Evolution in Censas-taking
promizes to be rapid iu foture

To those whose interest is meantime centred chiefly
an the Census of 1#21 in its actual form as approved by
Parlisment, probably Part IIL of the book will contain
the greatest proportion of matler of practical interest aud
immediate application. It will be observed, Lowever, that
the treatment throughout is general: the two maln purposes
being to indieate the wvaluo of the Census results, and to
excite interest in the greal national stocktaking, which has
now, for tho first time, been mede a permanent British usti-
tution by Act of Parliament.
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First attempt to give a general conspectus of the Census in
all its bearings, the book is put forth tn the hope that it may
be received with forbearance by fellow-experts, who will know
best the difficulties of the subject, and forgive its shortcomings,
some of which may be remedied in a second edition, for which

iona will be very cordially w idered.
sugoestions will be very cordially welcomed and considered

G. T. B-5.

11 Carpror Trekiack,
Errsnrned, LI Aleesl, 021
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