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INTRODUCTION.

The present unpretemling Ilistorical Sketeh of the
i Nehnylhill Finhing Compenty” derives whatever of w-
terest it possesses from its Jocality and §s origin in prim-
itve colominl times, nmemst sur independent hberal wind-
ol ancestors, assoctatel for lavdable recreative objecis.,
The coment of their devalle and bappy vnion was formed
of those soumd principles and cules of sacial order and
correct deportment; chamacteristic of our virtuouz fore-
fathers.

Ty bailt ullinn a sure Toundation, and exhibited the
singularly novel spectacle of a pleasaralie Tnstitution,
well governed and prospersis beyond buman caleulation,
in the mesumed dignity, form apd featore of an Fndepen:
dent politkeal Comopwnwealth,

Tleir admirable Constitunon, wis held syeeed and ios
viokable.

Tlieir Laws, Brctace or Contmon, snvaciilating. Changes
were infrequent, aml only made with great deliberation,
i adaptition to altered times and circamatances

Thus they nubly inculeated an invahsable lesson of en-
lightened wisdom and jost admimisirativn. o the political
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governments aroutal them, acling in more gxtended med
mportant spheres, worthy of all mitation and all proise.

w title of this little volume sufficiently imports its
circumseribed contentss it is not our intention te ive in-
struction in the art of fishing, It would be n task unda-
wiveid and unprofitable to ithe present gencration,  The
theory and practice of it is every where kuown, especial-
Iy throughout vur river intersected Continent.  The sub-
ject early attencted the atiention of the Liternts, ond was
even thought worthy the notice of the fair.

The Book of 8t. Albans so called, by Juliane Bertiers,
wlity of noble family and priocess of the nunnery of 30
well near St. Alhan's England, was printed in 1485, and
conlnins the first Koown froafise on felisng, axtant.  Liis
therein ranked a5 pre-eminant 1o 1he diversions of hunting,
hiawking, anl ﬁm'fil 2 which are cansidered by the phows
nuthoress as attenided with inconveniences anil disappoint-
ments; wheveas in fishing, i his sport fail him, the eugler
she quaintly remarks, * Atte the leest hath his holsom
walke, and mery at his ease, a swate ayre of the swete
savovice of the weede floures, that makyth him hungeys
be hereth the melodyoos armony of foules: and whiche
me seemyth Bbetter than alle the noyse of houndya, the
blastes oT hornys, and the scrye of foules that hunters,
fawkeners il fuulers can mayke™

“ And i the nngler take fysshe, surely thenne is there
na man merier U he is in his spyrvie.”

Moveaver in the ons simpliciey” of aneient days, an-
wling was looked on os anxilary to contemplation, and

ence it obitained high fver as o means of secreation witl
devout persois,

Independent]v of its recommendation as in vogue in the
nrntu]u: azes, 1t was sanctionesd at o later tm of the
christian ert in peactice, by the pioos learned Doctor Wn.
Perkins and Doctor W, Whitaker, both nnecient divines
of the Inst of the sixicenth century: by the yenerable Doc-
tor Alezander Nowell, Dean of St Pauls’, in V1 Ed-
ward"s reign 1561, and by the len ned and celebrated Pro-
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vist of Kton College, Sie Heary Watten in the regn of
James L. who thus comimends e art of angling alter the
labor of study, s+ a rest to his mind, o chearer of s
spivits, a diverter of sadness, a calmer of unguict thoughts,
a woderator of passiois, o procurer of contentedoess;
that it begat habuis of pence and patience in those that
possegsed and praciized il

Lt was loved cherished nod practized with uncommon
arilor aml assiduity Dy the veverable and good Mr, Tsoee
LT ompﬂuticﬂl coplled ¢ The oo Ill':!.lhrjrl‘ |::,I'1 iy
waglere,” until his decease in Decomber 1785, ol an ae
exceeding lour score aml ten. To V833, e compifed and
pnht';s.hru?h'm celeleated =+ Cosplele vlagler or omateanpio-
Hve mums®s recrealion,™ o wh'lnrlrl Ii= adopied. son Cliarkes
Cotvon, Esg. added 3 valuable supplement.

1. Barker, Fisg, who angfed for sigty vears, aml Cal. K.
Venables polizhed works ol gqmﬂ et

Several modern anthors of eelebity have conteibnted
to instriet us i piscatory amusenwntss after all, it will be
fauml that proficieney is only 1o be obtuine] by peficace
anil e pragdice

Waltun compares *Canglies fa e virtor o Biadlify,
echick hag o calinieas of apirif, and o woeld of oflher bics-
m'rlfﬁr-:r iftending vpon (1.7

it be concebial to have these silutary effects, opec-

ting ke a pavacen fo the wearied mind, an occazional
resort Lo it a5 & harmless pastime and relaxation, is both
wize and worthy of ol commendaton and adoption by
the sedentary student. or care oppressed man of industey
in basiness, as essentinlly contributary to hoppmess and
bength of dava, 14 ia seme evidence of it o bearn fhat
Daoctor Nowell lived 1o fill the measare of ninety-five
years, blessed with unimpaived Gaculties of mind amd body,
attributed by him=ell, to *+angling and temperance,™

Bir Heary Wotton lived to see upwards of gseveniveone
vears, and Doctors Perkins and Whitaker both Dved to
very ﬂﬂ:rl.lll‘.:lzll azedy dm'tindihgl fis u-url:l ”E“ lilmi"m ?“d
approaching our fwn werthy anzlers and officers of celeh-
rflﬁe :EI-'-EIM Gl'.l'l-'l.‘l'lll.'ll.'z le': the Fisdnog Company,



