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CHAPTER L

THE BABE OF THE LOG CABIN AND HIS KIN.

EAR five scores of years have gone by since a

poor, plain babe was born in a log hut on the

banks of a small stream known as the “Big South

Fork™ of No-lin's Creek. This was in Ken-tuc-ky and
in what is now La-rue Coun-ty.

It was Sun-day, Feb. 12, 1809, when this child came
to bless the world.

The hut, not much more than a cow-shed, held the
fa-ther and moth-er, whose names were Thom-as and
Nan-cy, and their girl child, Sa-rah. These three were
the first who saw the strange, sad face of the boy, who,
when he grew to be a man, was so great and good and
did such grand deeds that all the world gave most high

praise to him.
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The folks from whom the fa-ther came were first
known in A-mer-i-ca in 1618. They came from Eng-
land at that time, and made a home at Hing-ham, Mass.
They bore a good name, went straight to work, had
health, strength, thrift, and soon tracts of land for their
own,

All the long line of men from whom this babe came
bore Bi-ble names. The first in this land was Sam-u-el.
Then came two Mor-de-cais. Next was John, then
A-bra-ham, then Tho-mas who was the fa-ther of that
Ken-tuc-ky boy.

Though there was room for hosts of men in Mas-sa-
chu-setts, yet scores left that state and took up land in
New Jer-sey. - Mor-de-cai Lin-coln, with his son John,
went to Free-hold, New Jer-sey. They made strong
friends there and had a good home. 'When more land
was want-ed, Mor-de-cai left his son in New Jer-sey for
a while, and went to the Valley of the Schuyl-kill in
Penn-syl-va-ni-a, where he took up a large tract of land.
John Lin-coln, the son, joined his fa-ther lat-er. Near
their farm was that of George Boone who had come
from Eng-land with e-lev-en chil-dren. One son of
George had great love for the woods, the song of the



