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PREFACE

THis little book is designed to give such an account of
the growth of English institutions as may be intelligible
to those who are only beginning to read history. So far
as the writer knows, there is no other book which aims
precisely at this object. Our standard constitutional
histories are too difficult for beginners, and our school
histories are not strictly constitutional, but general in
character. Inwriting a book of this kind, it is impossible
to be original. Indeed the author has in one or two
instances suppressed doubts or preferences of his own
in favour of the views accepted by the greater number of
good authorities. He desires to acknowledge peculiarly
heavy obligations to the great works of the Bishop of
Oxford and Professor Gardiner, and to S5ir William
Anson's most lucid and accurate treatise on the Law
and Custom of the Constitution. He can but offer a
general acknowledgment of his indebtedness to many
eminent writers, living or deceased, such as the late
Professor Freeman, Mr. Bagehot, and Mr. Morley.

In so slight a sketch of so vast a subject, much that is
highly important must be omitted altogether, and much
must be stated in terms so general as to come short of
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i PREFACE

absolute accuracy. Deficiencies of this kind can be made
good only by the knowledge and ability of the teachers,
if any, who use a primer of this kind.

In conclusion, the writer has to express his grateful
senge of the kindness of Professor Tout of the Owens
College, Manchester, who has read the proofs and enriched
them with many valuable suggestions. The writer, how-
ever, is alone responsible for any errors which may have
been embodied in his book.

Or1eL CoLLEGE, OXFOR,
Lhecember 1893,



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER I,

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE CONSIITUTIONAL HISTORY
OF ENGLAND, g30-Soa,

Introduction—Early German Institutions —Classes of Society among
the Germans—Political Constitution of the German Tribes—
Effects of the Conguest of Britain—-1. DHstribution of the Land
—IL. Relations of Classes—II1. Introduction of Meonarchy—
The Conversion of the English— I Connection with the Civilised
Waorld—TIIL Promotion of National Uniiy—II1 Infuence of the
Clergy —Conzolidation of the Kingdoms of the Angles and
Saxons—TI, Originally there were many small Kinpdoms—IT,
The Bretwaldas—III. Supremacy of Wessex . s . . 1-6

CHAPTER IIL
CONSTITUTION OF THE ANGLO-SAXON KINGDOM.

Introduetion—Local Institutions—The Township—I. As an Agrical-
tural Community—II. As a Unit of Administration—111. Az an
Ecclesiastica]l Divizion — Towns — The HMundred, Ward, or
Wapentake— The Shire—National Government—The Hing :
kow appointed —Powers of the King—Limitations to the Power
of an Anglo-Saxon King—The Witenagemate—Origin of the
Witenagemote —Composition of the W1t:m.gemmu—Pﬂw:r5 of
the WLtEnﬂHﬂm—wﬂlmnﬁ ‘ 5 ; . . §-l4



