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GREAT TREE 0N THE COMMON,

Ar a meeting of the Bosrox Soorery or NATURAL
Iisrory sore ime sinee, the age of the largre clm on
Boston Common became accidendally a sulject of dis-
cussion.  On this discussion, 1t appeared there was
some difference of opinion, which led the writer of
these remarks to muke Inguivy iuto the facts, and
endeavor to ascortain the age of the tree. This in-
quiry scems to be of no great importance at fivst
view; but, indepondently of serving for the gratifica-
tion of o proper curiosity, it may sssist us in estab-
lishing the period of the duration of this valuable
ornament to our country.

We propese, then, to notico this tree, not hecause
it ig a lavger tree than any other in the eountry, ner

because it is older or taller,  The Aspinwall elm las
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o greater diameter; there have been a number of
trees, ent down from time to lane, which have been
thought to have a greater age; and the elm on
Pittsfield Commen, as we are informed by Frofessor
Holnes, is a hundred and fourteen feet hefore the
first branch is given off: of conrse, it is taller. This
tree i3 an abjeet of interest, from the [et of its being
placed in the centre of Beston Common, and thence
having attracted the attention of every native Bos-
tonian. It i= wlse intercsting for other veasons. It
has net only escaped the blusts which bave ocea-
sionally tlhreatened to annihilate it, but the more
alarming threats of destruetion {from a Tritish army
encamped aronnd it suffering vnder the severity of a
winter's expasuve. Thoanls ave due from the present
and succcoding  gencrations to General Gage, the
commander of that amy, for having preserved this
and other valualde trees in Boston from heing em-
ployed in protecting his troops agninst the severity of
the climate.

It was the frequent scene, and in some measure
the imstrument, of iuflieting vengesnce on those
whom popular indignation, whoether justly or noet,
thought proper to stigmatize and terrify by hanging

or burning in offioy,  The weriter was withess, and
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in some degree an adverse actor, in a scene of this
kind during the political riots of 1806, At a later
period, for many months, it had to withstand the
dangers from the little army encamped around it,
destined to protect the town in the war of 1812
Many tumultuous scencs have endangered its exist-
ence on the annual reenrrenee of Eleetion and Tnde-
pendence days, when there was no restraint in the
public use of stimulungs, which on those oecasions
s0 often drove men to madness, hloodshed, and all
kinds of exeesses.  These circumstanees will perhaps
he thought sufficiont to jnstify the attention we have
hestowed on it,

A drawing hag been introduced to give an iden of
ils present appeatance o e snccceding pencration,
The map was inscried to show, that In 1722 this tree -
was represented as the lavgest tree in Boston: i is a
diminished ecopy of the carkiest plan of Boston, viz.,
that of Capt. John Bonner, published in 1722, This
pentleman had previensly sketched some portions of
the wharves in the proximity of Long Wharfl The
sketches, though valuable, inelnded no part of Boston
but the wharves already mentioned ; and the plan of
1722 is undoubtedly the carliest complete one.  The

ouly copy of it which existed for many years within
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my knowledge was in the possession of Joseph Deirce,
Esq., of which T obtuined a fac-simile to be drawn
by a lady of Doston neamdy forty years ago. In
1835, My, George H. Smith reprinted Bonmer's plan,
which corresponds with mine, and proves the exact-
ness of the drawing, The dimmished map 1s an
exaet copy of Capt. Bonner's; some trees, too small
for represcotation 1 a diminished view, only being
omitted.  The Great Tree, and two trees ab the head
of 'ark Strect, are well represenied in their propor-

tion to en-existing tvecs and to cach other,

Thix tree i3 an Ameriean Flm, helonging to a
specivs admired and euliivatsd abroad for its grace-
fully pendent branclws, 1t is kuown by the most
ancient  siyviving  inhallauts of Dloston us TIIK
GREAT TREE.  Cititens, who wore of advanced
age ln the youth of those who are now the oldest
inhmbitants, koew it equelly as THE GREAT
TREF.

The writer of this, huving always lived in the vici-
nity of the Commeon, where it is sitnated, and for
half a century within sight of it, L a distinet reeol-

lection of its appearance for about seventy years,



When he fivst knew it, it bore strong marks of de-
crepitude and approaching dissolution.  There was
a large orifice in the bark of its trunk, throngh
which a boy, cight or nime yoars old, could ercep into
its eavity; and in a picture wronght in 1755 by Miss
HManualr Otis, ami of the late distingnished ovator
and statesman, Larvison G, Otis, the same orifien is
also represonted, — thes adding thicty years to its
known period of decrepitnde.

The ivterior of the trunk was rolten, awd much of
it had disappeared.  The aperiure was [rom fwo to
three feet in Jength, and about 2 foot in Lreadth,  For
many years, it wag neslected ;) but when, in process of
time, the spirit of improvement extended to its part
of the Connnon, the edges of the apertne wese pro-
tected by a mivture of clay and other substanees, and
the extevior eovered by cauvas fustened aronnd it In
eomscquence of these attentions, the parts have been
regenerated ; and the opening, so far ag can be as
cortained, filled and ebliterated*  We prosume the

* The swue proccss I now by syeecssl opeesdivn o two Aogerican clis
remmdning in Tarle Steoet. e Doekogn e sl dowarly the stroct was torn
ol By the s
fies

peadacrd fo a0 thind port of it originad dimensiogs,  The e i Qe aan

Lo pecomplish ielr recavery, the trees were
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