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INTRODUCTION

The son, the sea, the forest wild—
All nature foves a httle child.”

THis couplet is from the " Legend of Childhood " in a
vaolume of poems entitied Comrades, which Mr, William
Canton published after the wonderful and almost too
pitiful trilogy of ** W. V." here put into gnc volume., That
i4 a legend to whose transcription he has given himsclf
as no other writer has done in all the rocent era of
child-literature or child-interpretation; and it is only
on permsing again these records, where the chronicler's
louch is lighter than down, yet poignant as any in
the sad history of the death of kings, ithat ome under-
stands at all where this art that is before art pets itz
translunary tinis and its deceplively wayward style.
1t may be understood, it cannot be analysed; the critig
s lost in the attempt to explain it, and he falls back as
e must on thyme and the rhymed philosophy that the
creator and sad remembrancer of " W. V.”" has supplied
in the ** Lepend of Childhood: ™' to wit—

* Unpoticad by historian and sape,
Thkese bright-cyed chits have been from age to age
The apwe supreme majority, [ find
Mankind hath been their slaves and womankind
Their worshippers; and both have lived in dreaqd
OF b and Eyrants, tolled and wept and bled
Because of some quaint elves they called their own.
Had little ones in Egypt been unkaown
No Pharaoh would have had the power, methinks,
To pile the Pyramids or carve the Sphinx."”

With Marjorie Fleming, "W. V.” lives in a child's
region of her own ; it may not be a mile from Cloan Den,
and on the skirts of the Caledonian Forest, But it is

very near mother-earth, and very close to the stars. The
Wil
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effect of reading its memorials in prose and verse is to
make one wish their writer would be tempted to turm
child chronicler at large, and deal with all the children
of history and legend who, like her, never grew up, but
remaine] children for ever. E. R,

Mr. Canton’s published works comprise:—

A Lost Epie, and other Poems, 1887; The Invisible Playmate: a
Stocy of the !:n-m:n g4, t8g7; . V., Her Book and Various
Verses, T856; A Child’s Hook_of "mmm, 1898, 1902; Children's
Sayings, Edited, with a Digression on the Small le, 1gm; The
True Annals of Fairyland (The Reign of King Herla), , Bte;
In Memory of W. V. (Winifred Vida Canton), 1g901; B8
Poems, Old and New vz; What ig the Lible &u:rclety? Ioog:
The Smry of the Bible gocmr. Igod; A His of the British
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