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TRANRSLATOR'S PREFACE.

T —

HE Englich and the German schools of liturgical
writers present in some respects & marked con-

trast to each other, Notwithstanding the various
leamed works which have been written by English
Liturgieal scholars, ib canmot be said with any truth
that the ancient Liturgies have been as yet subjected
by them to a sulficienily thorough and comprehensive
analyris; and in this respect the Garman scholars show
a marked superiority. TUnfortunately, till recently,
English liturgicul writers have in the main belonged
to onc school of thought in the Church, and have
approached the subject with preposseseions and
assumpiions which have eoloured the medium through
which they have viewed the subject. On the other
hand, the German liturgical scholars are in the main
free from any bias of this kind, and exhibit more
of that independent, accurnte, and comprehensive
research, and of that power of discriminating justly
between what is based upon trustworthy authority
and what resta upon quﬁfxionable tradition without
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fear of results, which so eminently charmcterises the
German mind.

The leading authority smong Enplish writers is
unquestionably the Reverend William Palmer, who -
prefixes to his well -known Ovigines Liturgice a
dissertation on primitive Liturgies; and he may justly
be congidered as the fuander of the English school of
Liturgriologists, as his conclusions have been adopted as
certain trutha by all aubsequent writers; bot when we
examine the grounds on which many of them rest,
they do not stand the test of eritical examination. The
gencral ground oo which his system is based he thus
states: “The follewing ia the cowese which I have
pursued in endeavomring fo ascertain the nature of
the primifive Liturgies. Comsidering thaf the primi-
tive Church was divided into greai pertions, known
by the appellations of Patriarchates, Enarchates, or
national Churches, and that the supreme bishops in
thesa districta (where there were zneh bishops) had
generally sufficient infAuvence in later ages to eause
their Liturgies ta be universally received by their
suffragans, I thonght it advisable, in the firat place,
to examine the Liturgiew of smch supreme Churches,
and inquire whether they appear to be derived from
primitive anfiguity.” The result of this mode of
viewing the gnbject I1s that he reduces the primitive
Liturgies to four—the great Oriental Liturgy, the
Alexandrian, the Homan, and the Gallican; and these
four great Liturgies, he says, appear to have been ihe



