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PREFATORY REMARKS.

Tuese pages, the thought of which has been sug-
gested by the absence of anything in the shape of a
practical treatise on letter-writing, are now pre-
sented to a class of readers abt omce the most
interesting, and, we veunture to say, the least critical,

The young people for whom they are principally
intended have all our sympathy: what wonder,
then, that ‘ Links with the Absent” has been in very
deed a ‘labour of love’t

Ta compiling this little work, care has been taken
to give it such aform as to place it within the reach
of the least developed intellect, while to even the
more maturs it may not be devoid of profit. Tha
treatise iz divided into two parts—the first em-
bracing the subjects, style, and ceremonial of latters ;
the second comprising a summary of the varicus
classas of letters, together with the rules for each
class,

The Appendix furnishes specimens of letters;
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but it is to be remembored they are given merely
to illustrate the theory set forth in the body of this
little work, and not by any means to be appropriated,
as some of our young friends may be tempied to
think. Far be it from us to contribute even
remotely to foster a mpirit of selfishness; for to
shrink from the troubls of exercising the faculty of
thought for the gratification of those one loves is,
to our mind, not the least reprehensible form of it

In conclusion, let us hope our litile volume will
not entirely fail to fulfil its aim, but that at its
enggestion the sacred ties of kinship will grow more
sacred still, those of friendship more enduring, and
that athwart the sess dividing the loved from the
loving, effection’s message may be borne to hearts
hungering for tidings of missed ones at the bidding
of “Links with the Absent.
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