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INTRODUCTION.

As it hath pleased the Lord in these latter days, by
his spirit and power, to gather a people to himself;
and, relcasing them from the impositions and teach-
ings of men, to inspire them with degrees of the same
universal love and good will by which the dispensa-
tion of the gospel was ushered in,—these have been
engaged 1o meet together for the worship of God in
Spirit, according to the direction of the holy Law-
giver; as also for the exercise of a tender care over
each other, that all may be preserved in unity of faith
and practice, answernble to the description which He
the ever-blessed Shepherd gave of his flock ; “by this
shall all men know tlitt ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another.” John xiit. 33.

For this important end, and as an exterior hedge
of preservation to us, against the many temptations
and dangers, to which our situation in this world ex-
poses us, rules for the government of the Society have
been made and approved from time to time, and the
following now form our code of discipline. In the
exercise whercol it is to be observed that, if any
member be found in a conduct ubversive of its order,
or repugnant to the religious principles and testi-
monics which we believe we are intrusted with, for
the promotion of truth and rightcousness in the carth,
it becomes our indispensable duty 1o treat with such,
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4 INTRODUCTION.

in meckness and brotherly eompnssion, withont un-
pecessary delay or improper exposure; according to
the direction of our Lovd to lis elureh: #af thy
brother shall trespnsz against thee, go and tell him
his fault, between thee and Litn alone: if he shall hear
thee, thon hast gained thy brother.  But if he will
not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more,
that in the mouth of two or three witnesses, every
word may be established.  And il he shall neglect to
hear them, tell it unto the church ; but if he neglect to
hear the cliveh, let lum be unto thee as an heathens
man and a publican.”  Matt. chap. xviii. 15, 16, 17.

This is the extent of the Society’s censure against
irreclaimable offenders, they are disowned as members
of our religions community ; which is recommended
to be done in such a disposition of mind, as may con-
vinee them, that we sincerely desire their recovery
and restoration, considering ourselves, lest we also
be tempted. Gal. vi. 1.

For the more regular and eflectual support of this
order of the Society, beside the usnal meetings for the
purpose of Divine worship, others are instituted: such
as, First, Preparative mectings, which are ubordinate
to the monthly, and eommonly consist of the mem-
berz of a meeting for worship: Second, Monthly meet-
ings, each of which commonly consists of several
preparative meetings, all subordinate to the quarterly
meeting : Third, Quarterly meetings, each of which
consists of several of the monthly meetings; it and
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its branches being under the direction of the yearly
meeting* which embracing the whole, its decisions
are obligatory upon all.

These meetings have all distinct allotments of ser-
vice; and as experience shows, that when this service 1s
attended to in nprichtess and dedieation of heart, with
a single eye to the honour of our Haly Head, and the
help and edification of one another, in the love where-
with hie has loved us, our assemblies are often favour-
ed with his nid and divection ; Friends are affection-
ately desired and exhorted, to be diligent in the at-
tendance of them; and when met, hambly seck to be
clothed with the spirit of wisdom and charity : this
will divest the mind of a dependance on our own
gtrength and abilities, endue us with paticnce and con-
descension towards each other; and being preserved
in fellowship asyeeably to our Lord’s declaration,
“One is your master, cven Christ, and all ye are
brethiren,” a qualification will be experienced in our
several stations and movements, to build up one an-
other in that faith, which works Ly love to the puri-
fying of the heart.

So may we be living members of the Church-militant
on earth; and inhabitantz of that city which hath
foundationg, whose maker and builder the Lord is;
knowing indeod with excealding joy that great is He
the Holy One of Tsracl in the midst of her.

* Tri b izl Uhere ot den el yearly meeting, vie one Judd an London, omee
e Dulidiey, aawk m'g]u adt 1ee Apwe ean cogienent.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

It is the senge of this meeting, that offenders inclin-
ing to make acknowledgment of their offences, do
prepare the same in writing, and if, on consulting the
overseers or other judicious Friends, the purport ap-
pears suitable to the oceasion, and the situation of the
party will admit of it, he or she may present it to the
meeting in person, and stay till it is read; when, after
time given for a solid pause, the applicant should
withdraw before that or any other business is proceed-
ed upon. The meeting 1s then to consider the case,
and when a conclusion is come to, appoint two or
more Friends to inform the party thereof.—1743, 1806.

When a dizowned porzon removes out of the verge
of the meeting which disowned him or her, and ap-
plies thereto for reinstatement, acknowledzing his or
her error, and if by reason of the distance the applicant
cannot be conveniently treated with in person, the =aid
meeting may correspond with the monthly meecting
within the compass of which he or she resides, and
mequire into his or her fitness for membersthip; awd f
satisfaction on that head is received, a certificate for
such perzon, directed to the said monthly meeting,
may be forthwith cent, acknowledging him or her as
a member of our society.—1806.



