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THE BATTLE OF THE GIANTS
FREDERICK TREF¥OR HILL

N Friday the 20th of August, 1858, every
@ turnpike, cross-rond, and country lane
leading to Ottawa, Ilincis, was alive with
travelers journeying on horseback, in wagons, and
afoot, under clouds of dust and a burning sommer
sun. All sorts and conditions of conveyances were
inclnded in the stragpling processions. Here a
clomsy hay-cart lambered forward, its merry crowd
of young straw riders laughing and singing as they
bumped along over the ill-made ronds; here o can-
vas-covered ship of the desert jolted its solemn
family party, children’s faces staring from its
cavernous entrance, and a stovepipe protroding
from its roof; bere a copple of short-legmed
urchins, inmocent of shoes or stockings, proudly
bestrode a shagpr old farm-horse, guiding it by
a bit of rope tied loosely around its neck; here
a market-wagon loaded with men and provisions
towed s buggy accommodating the women and
babies of the farm; and here, there, and every-
where trudged duosty wmen and barefoot boys and
gitls, converging from all pointa of the compass
toward the county seat of La Salle County.
Ottawa was better prepared thon most of the
cirenit towns for soch an inmvasion, for the sessions
of the Snpreme Court were held there twice a year,
when all-the countryside made it a market, but the
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limits of its hospitality were soon reached, and long
before the vangnard of the approsching army ar-
rived upon the scene its accommodstions for vis-
itors had been completely exhawsted. Indeed, it
is doubtful if there wuas a town snywhere in Illi-
nois, with the eszeeption of Chicago—some seventy
odd miles awav—that could have risen to the
emergency, for substantially the entire population
of the surrounding eountry was descending upon
the little village. All work was practically sus-
pended in the adjoining countics, the fields were
deserted, most of the farmhouses showed harred
doors and ghuttered windows, and the wayfarers
were evidently on pleasure bent, laughing and jok-
ing with each other aa they passed.

But if the inhabitants of Ottawa were at all
alarmed at the prospect of having to provide for
the advancing hosts, their fears were spon relieved.
One by one the wagons drew off on the prairic as
they approached the town, groups of pedestrians
congregated about them, and by nightfall the sky
was lit up by their camp-fires, the smell of cooking
mingling with the smoke. It was a good-natured,
friendly crowd that cecupied the bluffs and spread
itself over the fields, grectings were exchanged,
hospitality proffered, provisions ghared, and wher-
ever twa or three were pathered together the sub-
ject of conversation was the coming struggle be-
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tween the Big and the Lithle Giunt, for Douglas
and Lincoln were matched te meet In debate the
next day, and this was the event that was drawing
the popuolace from far and near.

For months [llinois bad been watching the rival
Senatorial eandidates fighting at leng range, but
no one excepk & few lawyers who had witnessed
their oceasional contests in the courts bad scen
them pitted against each other, and the prospective
meeting had arcused unprecedented interest and
no little speculation as to its resnlt. To the enthu-
giastic adherents of Douglas the outcome was et
in doubt. No one, in their opinion, commpared with
the little Judge, who had proved himself more than
a match for the ablest Senators in Washington,
and it was their belief that it would not take him
long to “chaw up Abe Lincoln or anybody like
bim.” The partizany of Lincoln were not without
misgivings for their favorite, but they put on a
bold fromt, retorting that the Little Giant would
find that he had bitten off more Lhan he ecould
“chaw" by the following cvening, and the fact that
he bad not been overanxious to acecpt the chal-
lenge of his opponent lent force to their nssertions.
Stout as the claims and counter-claims of the rival
parties were, there was very little {ll-fecling or
bitterness exhibited, for every one was in a holiday
mood, and the immediate intercst centred more
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upon the merits of the rival chumpions than upon
the principles they represented. Indeed, many of
those around the camps on that hot Friday night
had not made up their minds upon the great issues
st stake and many a vote depended on the coming
contest.

The fiest light of dawn on Saturday morning
showed picketed horses grazing at the limits of
their tethers, kitehen uotepsils piled arennd the
smoldering fires, men and boys sleeping ocut in the
open o under improvised shelters and women rest-
ing imside the hay-carts, boggica, sand emigrant
wagons, Before the sun had fairly risen, how-
ever, the campers were astir.  Newcomers could be
secn approaching in distant clouds of dust, and
before long the advance guard of the invaders
began pouring into the town.

The county seata af the Mineis ¢ircuits i 1858
closely resembled typical New England villages,
and each bore a strong Family resemblunce to the
other. In the centre af the public square, around
which the town was grouped, stond the ecirenit
court-house, a subatantisl building of brick or
stone, its roof surmounted by = dome or cupola,
and its portico supported by tall white columans.
The square itself was guarded from the highway
by a wooden hitehing-rail, and on court days this
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