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PREFACE
TO THE FIRST EDITION.

WiATEVER reception may await this book
ut the hands of the religious publie, it is my
congolativn to know that the views which it
advocates have bern owned of God to the sal-
vation of many aouls,

This iz my only apology for a style which
may secm in some instances to saveur of dog-
matism. I have no wish to cast one unkind
reflection on brethren who differ from me ; to
our Master wa stand or fall : but I must ex-
preas mysolf strongly, for I speak that which
I know, and 1‘.:|.:|1'l;il"3r tj.tit. which I have seeti.

I have written for Christians.  Ehould my
remarks awuken sttention, they will fall into
the hands of many who have no right to that
holy name. A proevious question demands
their notice, & question to which every other
gught to be postponed, aod from which L



¥ FAEFACE.

would be among the last to divert them for
one moment,—the question of the Philippian
gfm]er tg Paul and ﬂilna,—"w}mt must I do
to be saved

And who are Christians ?  The disciples of
Christ ; men who have given their hearts to
God, and, on the ground of the great sacrifice
for gin, have consecroted their bodies, souls,
and spirits to the serviee and glory of their
Creator and Redeemcr, the Holy One of
Yoracl.

To such, the Wllowing nbservations are ad-
dresged.  DBrethren! suffer the word of exhor-
tation. Boon we must give en account of our
stewardship, and, in the presence of Him who
redeemed us unto God by hia blood, narrate
the efforts we bave made to secure and extend
the blessings of that atonement in the world
wheee he laboured, and for which be died.
The Lord grant that we may find mercy of
the Lord in that day !

b. E. F.

Lyminglon, May 20, 1840,



PREFACE
TO THE SECOND EDITION,

Amona the happiest recollections of my life,
I shall henceforth regard the authorship of the
fullowing Essay, 1 am free to acknowledge
that when 1 flpst committed 1t to the press, it
wus with fear and trembling. My misgivings
aroae not from any doubt as to the comectness
el actiptﬂrul ssnction of the views which I
attewnpted to advocate ; but from apprehen-
&ions as to the unpreparedness of the faithful
themselves 1o sdmit representations of per-
gonal regpansibility, so repugnant to the com-
fortable notions and sacred prejudices of men,
whose higheat wish ia to be "*at ease in
Zion.”

I then expected censure, and was prepared
to meet it; but now 1 gratefully record the
disuppointment of my fears. From all quar-
ters, [ have received the most cheering assur-
ances that the blessing of Heaven has already
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attended this feeble endeavour to awnken the
encrgies of the Christian world, Of this fact,
almost every post brings me some pleasing in-
telligenee ; and among my correspondents on
that subject, 1 can reckon some of the most
distinguished servants of God, at present
found in this eu.ﬂ,h]y mgiun of his universal
church.,

To the editors of the variows religious
periodicals which have wotieed ** Decapolis ;"
and not less to the numerous friends, known
and unknown, whe have publicly recommended
it from the pulpit or the platform, I present
my cordinl thanks. But above all, to Him
" whom I serve with my spirit in the Gospel
of his Son,” my gratefal acknowledmnents
are due, that he ghould have rendered my little
book in any degree subservient to the promn-
tion of his plory. To His pracicus benedie-
tion I mow commend this new and enlarged
edition, with fervent prayer that every copy
mey awaken some disciple of Christ to re-
newed and successful exertion for the salvation
of souals,

D.E. F.

Lymisgton, October 19, 1840,
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CHAFPTER I.

THxe apostles have now rested from their
labours nearly vighteen centurics. Were they
to return to earth aguin, would they And the
world, would they find even the churel, in
that condition in whick they expected it to be
eighteen hundred years after their decease 7

‘We have no right to evade this question, or
to answer it in the affirmative, on the ground
of their ingpiration : First, because we are not
quile sure that it was given them *to know
ithe timea'" or ¥ the seasons,” Acts 1. 73 and,
next, because knowledge derived from such a
source, having no connexion whatever with
hurman ealeulation end forethought, would not
bear on the present inguiry. The guestion
before ua can only be entertained while we



