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iv PREFACE.

modern practical surgery. Such gratifying assurances,
and the confirmatory evidence acquired by five years’
additional experience, are sufficient claims for placing
a high value on the system advocated. I have, how-
ever, Teason to believe that the profession at large
have not had an opportunity of forming a fair
estimate of its merits ; but I venture to hope that a
more extensive ciroulation of my views may atiract
the general attention of the medical world to a new
method of treating a class of cases which has ever
been found fo present more than ordinary difficulties
to the surgeon,

The important object to be attained is, that the
shortening and contraction of the affected limb, which
o commenly oceur during the progress of the discase,
may be prevented, as I hope will be satisfactorily
shown to have been the case in many instances re-
lated in the following pages.

An almost accidental ciroumstance first directed my
attention to the faet that these cases admiited of a
greater amount of relief than had been previously
attempted for them. Some years since, when Surgeon
to the Hospital for Spinal Diseases and Deformities,
now the National Orthopedie, a little girl named
Luocy Jelly, the child of poor parents, living at HHam
Common, was admitted a patient for hip disease. She
had been recently discharged from University College
Hospital, on the subsidence of the active symptoms,
with a limb shortened to the extent of mearly four






vi PREFACE.

opportunity oeccurred, and the results have been such
that T now submit my treatment to the profession in
the form of this brochurs.

I have added the details of several recent cases,
with a view of correcting an error which some of my
surgical friends have fallen into, by supposing that
the mechanical treatment was only applicable in cases
where the active symptoms have subsided, and that
the relief of the deformity could enly then be at-
tempted. This notion I am very anxious to cerrect,
the fact being that the most successful cases are those
in which the treatment has been pursued from the
commencement.

56, Guizpronp Sreeer, Lospox, W.C.
November, 1863,






