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PREFACE

T e

Iy this little volome I have endeavoured to present tha
life and work of Charles Darwin viewed ss s moment
in & great revolution, in due relation both to those who
went befors and to those who come after him. Recog-
mising, @8 has been well said, that the wave mukes
the crest, not the cresk the wave, I have tried lo let my
hero fall naturally into hia proper place ins vast onward
movement of the homan intelleet, of which he was
himself at onea a splendid prodoct and a moving cause
of the first importanco. I have attempted to show him
both as receiving the torch from Lamarck and Malthus,
and as passing it on with renewed brilliancy to the wide
school of evolutionary thinkers whom his work was
mstrumental in aroustug to fresh and vigerous activiby
along a thousand separate and varied lines of thought
and action.

As Mr. Francis Darwin was already engaged upon a
lifo of his father, I should have shrunk from putting
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forth my own little book if T had not succeeded in
securing beforchand his kind sanction. That sanction,
however, was at once so frankly and cordially given, that
all my hesitation upon such a ecors was immediately
laid aside ; and as I have necessarily had to deal rather
with Darwin's position as a thinker and worker than
with the biographical details of his private life, I trust
the lesser book may not clash with the greater, but to
some extent may supplement and even illustrate it.

Treating my subject mainly as a study in the inter-
action of organism and environment, it has been neces-
sary for me frequently to introduce the names of living
men of science side by side with some of those who
have more or less recently passed away from among us,
For uniformity’s sake, as well as for brevity’s, I have
been compelled, in every instance alike, to omit the
cnstomary conventional handles, I trust those who thus
find themzelves docked of their nsual titles of respect
will kindly remember that the practice is in fact adopted
honoris enusd ; they are paying prematurely the usnal
penalty of intellectual greatness,

My obligations to Professor Huxley, to Professor
Fiske, to Mr. Herbert Spencer, to Professor Sachs, to
Hermann Miiller, to Dr. Krause, to Charles Darwin him-
self, and to many other historians and critics of evolu-
tionism, will be sufficiently obvious to all instructed
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readers, and are for the most part fully acknowledged
already in the text. It would be absurd to overlead so
small and popularly written a book with references and
anthorities. I hope, therefore, that any other writers to
whom I may inadvertently have neglected to confess my
debts will kindly rest satisfied with this general acknow-
. ledgment. There are, however, three persons in par-
ticular from whom I have so largely borrowed facts or
ideas that I owe them more special and definite thanks.
From Mr. Woodall’s admirable paper on Charles Dar-
win, contributed to the *Transactions of the Shropshire
Archmological Society,’ I have talken much interesting
information about my hero’s immediate ancestry and
early days. From Mr. Samuel Batler, the author of
‘ Evolution Old and New,' I have derived many preg-
nant suggestions with regard to the true position and
meaning of Buffon, Erasmus Darwin, and the early
essentially teleological evolutionists—suggestions which
I am all the more anxious to acknowledge since I differ
fondamentally from Mr, Butler in his estimate of tha
worth of Charles Darwins distinctive discovery of
natural selection.  Finally, to Mr. Bates, the ¢ Naturalist
on the Amazons’ I am indebted for several valuable
items of information as to the general workings of the
pre-Darwinian evolutionary spirit.

In a book dealing so largely with a contemporary
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movement, the history of which has never yet been con-
secutively written down in full, or subjected as a whele
to searching criticism, there must probably be many
errors of detail, which can hardly be avoided under such
circnmstances. 1 have endeavoured to minimise them
as far as possible. For these which may have escapad
my own scrutiny I musl trust both for correction and
for indulgence to the kindness of my readers,
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CHARLES DARWIN.

CHAFPTER T,
THE WOLLD INTD WENCIH DARWIN WAS EORN.

CHARLES DARWIN was a great man, and he accomplished
& great work., The Newton of biology, he found the
ecionco of lifc 2 chactic maze; ho left it an orderly
gystem, with a definite plan and a recognisable meaning.
Great men are nof accidents; great works aro not
accompliched in & single dav. Bolh are the product
of adequate canses. The great man springs from an
ancestry competent to produce him; he is the final
flower and vltimate outcome of converging hereditary
forees, that culminate at last in the full produetion of
hiz splendid and exceplional personality. The great
work which it is his mission to perform in the world is
never wholly of his own inception, 1% slso is the last
eficet of antecedent condilions, the slow result of ten-
dencies and idens long working nnseen or but little
noticed beneath the surface of opinion, veb all gradually
conspiring together towards the definitive revoluotion at
whose head, in the fulness of time, the a8 yet unborn
genius is destined to place himself. Thia is especially



