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KENT & ESSEX SEAFISHERIES DISTRICT.

BEKETCH MAP.

atic Chart of the srca comprising Kent and Essex Bea-Figherien District, vis.,
Pungencas to Herwich (Doversourl Lighls). Bande and Shosls sre enclossd im outlinmes
{oapitatz), the Cl in hetwarn

Mer lettering).  Astarisks (*) desote Lights (Lightships and
Lighthouses)., [ods [#) mark Fishing Stations (save three inland towns). A Coeotour Lina is
added

whete extensive sundn bound shore, o.g., Mapiins, Arrows indieste Tide Currents generally.
Tha Thames Conservamey boondary, Jrowstone (Lelgh) to Yantlat, 18 shown by dotied line across
river,
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I—PURPORT OF REFPORT.

Tre Sub-Committes (composed of eqnal numbers of repre-
sentatives from Kent and Essex) was appointed by your Com-
mittee on the motion of Captain Anderson—* To investigute
the Fisheries, and recommend soch steps as they may from
time to time think best for their development.”

The subject in question was amply discussed from various
points of view. Among others, one fact was brought promi-
nently into considerstion, namely : that within onr Sea Fisheriea
District there is incladed guite a variety of methods and con-
ditions of fishing; notwithstanding a considersble amount of
sameness and flatness of aspect in the greater part of the
conat. For example, we have North Bea or Deep Ses Trawlers
{Ramsgate, Dover, Folkestone and Brightlingsea) ; offshore and
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4 Purport of Report.

inshore fisheries (Harwich, Tollesbury, West Mersea, Margate,
Deal, Dungeness, &o.) ; estoarine fisherios (Maldon, Sheerness,
Queenborough, Sonthend and Leigh) ; besides the great shell-
fish industries (Whitstable, Faversham, Burnham, &e.), 20
characteristic of the conjoint conntics. Kxpressed otherwise
thers are in use, beam trawl and drift-net, long-line and hand-
line, seine, bag or stow-net; Leigh shrimp-net, shove-net,
dredge and kettle-net, crab and lobster pots, and, even to &
limited degree, rod, leger-line and hoop-net may be included—
altogether a very goodly array.

In short, it would seem that the interests involved, and
thereby modes adopted, whether at the greater or leaser fishing
centres, are to some extent oceasionally antagonistie; speciality
of fishery and peculiarity of method depending greatly on
locality, its snrroundings and prevalence of kinds of fish at
certain seasons. [t follows and becomes evident that diff.
culties beset any hard.and-fast linea of recommendation strictly
applicable, and equally beneficial to all stations concerned.

Whilst one member of Bub-Committee submittod that the
destroetion of immature fish was the erying evil to be re-
dressed, snother supported the view thet in our ares the catch
was plentiful enough with no diminution on the average, spite
of suppescd over-fishing ; & third thought reduction of carriage
and better markets were points worth inguiring into; a fourth
held that it was essential, especially in the canse of shell-Gsh,
that a (Government measure alone was the touchstone of im-
provement. But notwithstanding thia peeming diversity of
gouvictions, there was guoite & consensns of opinion that
deficiency of reliable information was the great drawback,
Indsed, until such data are scquired, there can be no solid
basis whereon to found recommendations, as to the fisheries
development.

Of places which may be regarded ns fishing stations there
are sbout thirty ; Kent and Essex having nearly equal numbera,
Some are important centres, others quite the reverse. Of the



Constitution of Committecs ; Sub-Comm.—BEesolufion. 5

latter ont-of-the-way corners, however, all the more necessary
is it that something further shonld be learned regarding them.

From the constitation of the Sea Fisheries Committees,
whereof half the members are appointed by the County Couneil,
the other by the Board of Trade, and the drawback that mem-
bers’ travelling expenses shall not be paid for them, there arises
sn acknowledged difficulty. It ia this: that in nearly all the
other Fisheries' Committees, as well as our own, attendance on
the part of practical fishermen, who live at & distance, and who
cannot afford to be present at the meetinge, is consequently
hindered. Hence, unfortunately, the fishermen clags are not so
thoronghly represented as they shonld be. This state of things
seems incongruons, for the Sea Fisheries Act of 1888 was but
an appendix to the Locel Government Act of the same year,
primarily to ensare the popalar representabion of the fisher-
men snd ¢ fishing interesta "—so to say & mived hranch Com-
mittes of the County Counecil with limited jurirdietion and
powera. Thus it is all the more clearly nesdfal that positive
information shonld be fornished na to the present actnal status,
the history, the prospects, and the requirements of every fishery
locality within the bonnds of the Fisheries IMstriet. Such at
least was the view taken by a majority of the Sub-Committea.

The SBab-Commities forther camo to the determination—
and it was nnanimously resolved—that instead of merely out-
lining what should ba the baaia of the facls to be acqnired at
each special fishery station, the more business-like way of
proceeding wonld be to present to your Committee data con-
ceroing & single locality. This, perhaps, varied with considerable
abbreviations, according to circomatances, might serve as an
example of the kind of thing they are inclined to recommend
shonld be done in other instances. As to how this wider phasze
of the question may best be accomplished, and from what
gource the funds nocessary are to be derived, these deubtless
yonr Committee hereafter will take into consideration; mean-
time onr colleagne Dr. Murie kas volonteered this contribation
on the estuarine fishery station he represents.



[ Leigh wherefore Chosen.

Choice thus fell on Leigh :—(a) Ita fishing grounds lie both in
Kent and Essex waters; (b) Besides flat and round fisheries, and
its apeciality of shrimping, it also combines oysier storing, eock-
ling, and mussel and winkle beds; (¢) In certain aspects ik
offers material for study, and throws a pide-light on the brood
snd underwized fish questions; (4) Its history demonstrates the
difficultics attendant on the rights of public versus private
fieheries; (e) In adjoining the Thames Conpervancy and
Rochester Corporation, the oceasional friction of bonndaries in.
terests receives illustration; {/}Data incident Lo changes in type,
in methods of, and in apparatns be traced pretty clossly ;
{g) Pollutions and other troublous matters furnish object
lessons. Thus Leigh-on-Sea, so far, presents a kind of epitome
of most of those topics affecting the working of the Bea
Fisheries Districts generally—and which are so keenly dis-
cassed annually at the meetings of representatives of anthorities
under the Sea Ficheries Regulations Act, 1888

A peversl Roport on the entire Datriet might resnlt in
stutements, opinions or enggestions being somewhat modified.®

* Whils: npon yoor Suh-ﬂmmnlma,us » Daraasarily devolves Ehum-apmﬁ_
hility of l.l.t is Heport—whlch they have H.'I.EIII'I'HB' "wnd freely criticieed in BB, nnd
printod pro thay dewita ta emphasize tho fact that s conception awd carrying
nut. In.ra -ru solely with one of thelr memlers (Dr. Moris). They wonld horo slso

thoir comlined thaoks to the andermentionsd individoals who bave contri-
l:ulnd aach i‘nformalilm.. on loos]l mattere and otherwise, Aa bas snabled the Report to
be drawn wp in s presant form,
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Estuarine Limits. 7

IL.-THAMES ESTUARY AND ITS
PHYSBICAL FORMATION.

Ox casoal thought the connection between the physieal
formation of the Thames Estusry and its fisheries may not at
once seem quite apparent. But on forther inguiry and reflee-
tion on the subject, their intimate relationship becomes more
menifest and appreciable.

1. Limits.—What are the precise limits of the Estuary? is
& question easier asked than answered. Ar a matter of fact,
thera are no positive Loundaries agreed on by anthorities, and
the discrepancies of the latter only show that convenience of
purpose in view has been the sole gnide. For instance, among
others, this has been aclknowledged by such a sound anthovity
a8 Captain Tizard, R.N., in his extensiva Hydrographieal
Burveys in the © Triton,” 1882.9.9

He asssumes and sadopts as s western boundary a line
drawn from Southend across to Sheerness; for an eastern line
of domarestion the meridian of the EKentish Knock Light-
vessel ; for the south, Eent [to N. Foreland]; and for a
northern limit the coast of Essex. This orea contains wome 800 -
square naotical miles, and is crowded with sandbanks. Viewed
from a hydrographical standpoint, Tizard's eastern boundary
may be nocepted ; bot his western i merely am arbitrary or
onpminal one, chosen possibly as incloding Bheerness wod naval
intercats.

The Thames Conservancy’'s limit {Crowstone to Tantlet) is
merely a formal divisionary line, serving to defing sharply where
their and the Trinity Board's jurisdiction abut, irrespective of
estnarine demarcation. Notwithstanding it has a certain
historie importance, not only &8 concerns the ancient aepiennial
water pageants of the Corporation of the City of London, but
likewise as demoting the Isle of Grain's exemption from the
City's jurisdiction.+

‘ﬂnmmmhh-mpwun“m'ﬂ:m Estanry ™ [ite channel chomges],
" Fature,"

L.
+ Oonenlt Fledcher, Joor. Biatist. Bor., Wol. IV, l.]Bl]:l-— Ancient Proscriptiva
Jurisdiesions over the Thames p hy:bﬂ‘.!w, of London."*




