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FREFACE.

A worp of explanation is due to the mem-
bers of the Alemni Association regarding
these lectures. The invitation to deliver them
was a double one; on the one hand from a
representative of the school who wished sorze-
thing on the pkilosophica! order, which should
be a contribution to the theory of library sci-
ence, and on the other hand from a represes-
tative of the alumni who wished something
very practical, The Yectures are the result of
an attempt to meet both wishes even at the
risk of falling between two stools.

There is a perhaps smalf, but very earnest,
numyer of librarians at the present day who
are extremely anxious that the rising gen-
eration of [ibrarians should be thoroughly
grounded in the hab# of searching the %is-
torical axd philosophical basis of their art to
the very bottom. They believe that the real
progress of things in years to come depends
precisely on that thing, that there is no dan-
ger of any neglect of the most thorough
study of practical method in every aspect,
but that there is danger that the habit of
sciertife thought will be neglected. They be-
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lieve as cordially as any that the scholar with-
out business ability and training is as much
out of place in a library a8 he would be in
Wall Street, but they believe also and with
equal conviction that the best banker without
literaty and scholarly attainment is a pitiable
spectacle ae a librarian,

This view iz perbaps held as concretely at
the Albany Library School as anywhere, al-
though the bibliographical and even palaeo-
graphical courses at Pratt Institite and else-
where are strong s¥ymptoms of the same feel-
ing. At the Albany school with its nearly
fifty students, every ope college trained, if
anywhers, something of the most scholarly
possible work can be, and is, attempted with
success. Tt was felt that here, if anywhere,
the attempt might be made to present to stu-
dentz of library acience thre view that the most
bighly philosophical treatment that can be
given to its problems has important bearing
on progress in the moat practical details of
the art.

It = by oo means intended to claim that
these particular lectures represent adeguate
philozophical knowledge or that their conelu-
sions are in any zense fnal. They are simply
the thinking of this one lecturer along this
lice. If there is in them any contribution,
however gmall, so much the better, The point
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of the lectures, however, was not so mich to
reach results as to incie others to scholarly
work. If the lectures fail to reach this end,
whether through being too schalastic or for
any other reason, ¥ will be a matter of regret
to the lectzrer, hut it will be his fault, not the
faxlt of the principle,

Of these lectures it may perhaps be said
with some degree of reason that a pure dis-
cussion of the order of the sciences seems to
belong rather to the college course itself than
to a library school course. As a matter of
fact, however, the student ix college does not
get this—at least does not get it in that iz-
lensely practical way in which it comes to
those whose life work will be the irterpreta-
tion of a systerm, or perhaps helping in the
evolution of a new system.

As regards the matter in iteelf considered,
one may sustain the thesis that it is as nec-
essary for a thoroughly Geset clase librarian to
know the philosophical order and divisions of
the sciences as it is for a bridge-builder to
know Mechanics, Those librariaxs therefore
who say that they “do not see the use” of the
study of incunabula, palaeography, the laws
(rather than the rules) of classification, the
history of libraries, etkics and social condi-
tions as governing and governed hy the pro-
duction and distribution of books, the theory
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of literature, etc., etc., have an undoubted
right to their point of view, but that point
of view ig not the one calculated to produce
a true librarian,

There are those who seem to think that
anything scholarly leads to unpracticality be-
cause maty of the men represented to be most
learned are unpractical. Buot are there nome
unpractical among the ignorant? Learnlng
whicth is not practical s not scholarly but
gcholasticc.  Of learning which i practical
there cannot be too much io any trade. Other
things being egual = heredity, personality and
commen sense —the more “learned” a libra-
rian is the better he will buy, the better or-
ganize his treasury, secretaryship, shelf and
delivery and all the other departments, the
hetter too will his books be cataloged, clas-
gified and wsed,

Singe the [ectures were delivered two ob-
servations have been made which require no-
tice here. Mr. E M, Fairchild, of the Albany
Educational Church PBoard, has, apropos
of the gquestion of the natural order, called
attention to the fact that the new edueators,
not only in colleges but in secondary schools,
are coming to arrange their lines of teaching
according to the "natural” order of the sci-
ences, Tt follows that if the system of clas-
sification in vogue in any library is at variance



in any way with the order in use in the
schools the librarian must be all the more in-
timate with the scientific order to the end that
he xay harmondze, so far as possible, with his
library classification and may guide pupils
who are in the habit of thinking i= another
ceder, The use, therefore, which the library
student will find for a somewhat intimate
familiarity with the relations of the sciemces,
theoretically considered, will not be limited
Yy the use ix makizg or alterivg a classifica-
tion or even, what is its chbef practical use, in
classifying into it, but will extend to all sorts
of reference work, frome that of helping the
special student down to that of kelping the
poimary school child — or his teather.

The second observation which c&lls for no-
tice in this preface is a remark that “coming
from Princeton campus” the lectures may, in
some mysterious way, be caleulated to cast an
“odium theologicum"” somewhere. The inten-
tion of the lecture was distinctly to stop with
the merest reference to theology, and it was
sepposed that even this reference had heen
sufficiently guarded in speaking of it as the
“theory known as Christianity,” ete. How-
ever, in the fear that there may still lurk
something explosive in the handlizg of so
dangerons a subject, even in small guanti-
ties, and therehy unjust responsibility be cast
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on  the Princeton Theological Seminary,
whase professors the lecturer iz honored to
know, but with whom he has no official con-
nection whatever, or even odium, theological,
philosophical or otherwise, be cast on the
University with which he is connected, I has-
ten to say that nobody connected with Prioce-
ton save the lecturer himself is responsible
for these views or has even heard that he has
them. Whether the possible odium is because
the views are too orthodox or because they
are oo heterodox, informant gaith not.

It showld perhaps be noted that usage,
which seemed fluctuating as to “ions” or
“rorpiiscles” when these Tectures were writ-
ten, fow seems to have settled on “rorpus-
cles™ for fractional atoms.

Crthographic wsage is somewhat influenced
by the proferences of the Library Fourmol,
where these lectures were first published in
part.

Ermest CusHING RICHARDSON.
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