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PROLOGUE.
¥

Tue following pages contain studies of the cases of dis-
ease of the female generative organs treated by the writer
during a period of ten years in the Methodist Episcopal Tlos-
pital in Brocklyn. In organizing the work of this institu-
tion, the diseases of the female generative organs have not
been set apart from other surgical affections as a distinct
class, to he placed in the charge of a surgeon who should
limit himself to the care of this special class of affections, but
have been cared for by the surgeons who have been intrusted
with the general surgical work of the institution, In this
respecl the organization has been in accord with the gen-
erally accepled facts of present knowledge that these affec-
tions are in a very large proportion of cases surgical in their
nature and best treated by operative measures, and that their
diagnosis and treatment are dependent upon the same prin-
ciples and methods which are employed by surgeons in deal-
ing with the affections of other parts of the body.

The present report presents the experience accumulated
and the results from treatment obtained in this class of cases
in a single service of the hospital, and includes about one-
half of all such eases treated in the institution from the day
of its opening to October 31, 1807,—nearly ten years, They
have been cared for in the general ward devoted to the re-
ception of women, with the exception of some who have oc-
cupied private rooins, and the operalive work required for
them has been conducted in the general operating-room of .
the hospital.

The reporter, in undertaking the care of these cases,
found freely open to him, in his desire to secure additional
special training to fit him for the better performance of his
work, many opportunities of observing the work of eminent

3



6 PROLOGUE,

surgeons, both at home and abroad; and in this connection
it is fitting that he should especially acknowledge gratefully
the courtesies extended to him by Drs. Wylie, Kelly, and
Marcy in this country, by the late Thomas Keith of Edin-
burgh, Lawson Tait of Birmingham, Max Schede of Ham-
burg, August Martin of Berlin, and Jules Péan of Paris,
from the operating-rooms of each of whom he brought away
much of value that he has been able to weave into the work
that is detailed in the following pages. Special mention
should also be made of the valuable assistance rendered to
him by Dr, W. Gill Wylie, of New York, who during the
year 188g and 1890 occupied the position of consulting
gynecologist to the hospital. During the period from 1887
to 18gz his assistant surgeon, Dr. John Bion Bogart, and
from 18¢2 to 18gy, Dr. James P. Warbasse, contributed
much to secure the best results, The intelligent and zealous
co-operation of a succession of able house-surgeons, and the
faithfis]l ministrations of a most capable body of nurses,
should also not be omitted from grateful mention in this con-
nection.

The grouping of the cases according to a systematic
method is attended with much difficulty, since a very large
proportion of them have heen composite in character, pre-
senting lacerations, inflammations, and displacements in
every variety and degree and combination, By selecting,
however, the maost urgent eondition in each case a3 the basis
of classification a fairly good clinieal division for the pur-
poses of study has been possible, and will be followed in this
report. This division is primarily by regions into—

(I) Vulva and perineum.
(II) Vagina.

(III) Uterus.

{IV) Fallopian tubes.

{V) Ovaries and broad ligaments.












