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PREFACE.

To the Christisn mind it is s very gratifying
fact, that within the last ten or tweniy years
considerable efforta have been made to promote
the spiritual welfare of that class of men who
are exposed to the dangers of the mighty deep.
Beveral Bailors' Bocieties are mow in sctive
operation, the design of which is to diffuse
among our seamen religious information. In
many of our seapori-towns places of worship
are set apart for their benefit; Mimisters and
Missionaries are appointed to wateh over them;
schools are established for the instruction of
their children; and the sacred Scriptures, with
other suitable publications, are circulated freely.
The Wesleyan Seamen’s Mission, for example,
established s few years ago in London, and
having for itz special object the welfare of the
many thousands who from time to time are
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i PREFACE,

occupied on the river Thames—that great
artery of the trade of the metropolis,—is doing
sdmirable service. We rejoice in this Our
seamen are eminently deserving of our sym-
pathiea Bui, until & comparatively recent
period, they have not secured that attention
from the church which their peculiar eireum-
gtances demsnd They were, at one time,
almoet outoasta from the fold of Christ, and no
man seemed to care for their etermal interests
But the benevclent spirit of the Guepel has
taught us better things; and never more, we
trust, will the cause of the mariner be forgotten
by the church of Christ.

It is also o source of satisfaction that these
efforts have been attended with very great
succesa, Many » gailor has become s man of
prayer. Many a British ship now bears the
Bethel flag. Many a little bark, and many a
larger vessel, has been consecrated for Christ's
service, and made a house of God It is mot
improbable that some thousanda of cur seamen
are now scoustomed, on the Sabbath-day espe-
cially, when away upon the billows, far from
Christian ssnctusries, and from all the sweet
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PREFACE. 7

endearments of their father-land, to worship
Him whose presence is alike in every place;
aud not a few there are who hold secret
fellowship with Gtod, and lmow Him as their
Father, reconciled through Jesus Christ. But
there are multitudes of milors who are still
ignorant of the truth, and who, it is to be
feared, are addicted to the very worst habits of
prodigality and intemperance, What can be
done to rescue them from a course of ein?
Let the churches be more zealous in this cause
than ever.

The following pages are sddressed, in par-
ticular, to the more intelligent clas of sailors,
who in early life were favoured with some of
the advantages of educstion, and who still
retain & taste for reading, even amidst the
active duties of a life at sea. Though nothing
is advanced to which any mariner can object,
yet it is admitted that the observations om
natural phenomena, and some of the reasonings
founded on them, may not be very well adapted
to the circumstances of seamen generally.
Most of our British eailors can, it is hoped,
read the sscred Beriptures; but many of
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a PREFACE

them are comparatively unlettered men. For
such, tracts written in & homelier style would,
perhaps, be desmed more suitable. Still the
writer trusts that no sailor would fail to derive
some advantage from the perusal of these
pages, a8 the above remark will apply only fo
some portions of them; and he purposes ere
long to address the humbler class of mariners
in a separate and shorter tract. Bhould it
please the Anthor of all good to secompany the
present effort with His blessing, and to render
it the mesns of awakening the mind of any
eailor to a pense of the importance of religion,
the suthor will rejoice, and ascribe all praise o
Him to whom all praise iz due.
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THE MARINER’S DELIVERANCE:

AN ADDREES TO SEAMEN.

—

“The end is defeated snd lost, for which this world
wid mads and we placed in it, while we look not through
thinge visible and maede, unto Him that is invisible and
unmade "' —HowE.

—

Frizype A¥Np BRETHREN,

A pEerse to promote your spiritual inter-
ests induces me to address you. You are
secluded from several of the religious advan-
tages possessed by many others; but the things
of eternity sre of the same imporiance to you
a3 they are to those who can worship God in
His sanctuary every Sabbath-day. You are not
called to oceupy the position which Providence
has assigned you, because your eternal welfare
in of less consequence than that of others; nor
must you suppose that the peeuliar circum-
stances of a life at sen exsmpt you from the
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