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PREFATORY NOTIOE.

Joime Mivrow was bore in Loadon oo the %h of Decamber, 1608,
and died there on the 3th of Hovember, 674, He was thus & wilneas
of the stirring events of tha great Echabion, In which he played &
tonsidornble part, He woa educated at Cambrhige, whers, 8t a
vury early age, he attracted attentlon by his brilliant talenta, After
leaving Cambrldge he pasaad aomes Hime upon the Conclnenst, making
himeaif therouzhly converaant with varona lanpuapes, and stodying
thwy ltorasurs and hiatory of the coonirles in which he lived. He
peemye to have there acquired an Intenss lowe of lberty, sod a
vebement hatred of oppreaglon—traces of whiok Daawifest Lhegs
pelves in many of hia weclyma

Returninge to Boglaned, e Lved fow & Gl i greal retiremant aod
poverty. Eut nn disivess could gifect the vigor of his intollect or
the fervor of Ly Beelicg mnl imngimedicn. He was constaotly en-
gagerl whon wilingy of tu: mosk varied deseripéion, snd the fertility
nfl.l.isgmllua sy inexhupstible,

When Cromwell bscama Protector, he chose Miton for his con-
fidential socrotery, pactly because a0 ardant an admiver of liberty
cowdd not fRil t0 add luster ta the cause which he espoused | partly
becanse Milton's grest knowledgs of Latih was invalnable n de-
ciphering and prepaning politlcal documents —for at that tiros Tatin
was the languags of dipfomacy; and parctly heocawse betwesn the
two men there eovistedt A teal affertion, and aaels bad & real admirn.
ton of the genine of the other. During thls times Millon™s sight
began tn fall Lim, &bd he bechme Afmost blsd—a sdreagmetanoe
which gave risa t0 the sarcactio witiloben of the Swedisl Eovoey:
* Theata j» buk onop man o Bhgland wh ian wrile Latio, amd e
blind.” This sad lafirmily increased unkil Milton was completaly
deprived of slght.

After the Reatoration, the poet was forced to sesk the sholter of
abaolute gealusion from the world; yet, even then, his life was in
great dangay from the vengeance of the Royallste; but hls misfor-
tunes wers perhaps his aale-goard. Durlng his retiremant ha passed
the greatar part of his Hime in compoaing his great Eple of Paradise
Loat, in which, as kis bllodoess preveabed bl from wiriting, he was
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asieted by hig danghtars, who ssern aver to have been ready to
rendar him thelr ald 1t & sald that moag of e brilllant passages
wern eommposed et night.

Bo litle waa Milton mpprecisted by his follow-conntrymen, that
be received for his grewt P, which perhaps stands hishest
amang tha productions of English pocts, only five peunds.  The Arat
who direated the attentdon of Englishmen to the splendid merita of
thelr countryman, was Addison; aod since his time, Mikton has ever
ranired with the great Epic poets, the {reek Homer, the BRoman
Tlrgll, and the lbsllan Dente, Less origioal then the Grst, e
polighed then the sscomd, less Imapinacive than the Chind, Milton
will jret b0t AtfTar fromw cotuparisen with his great rivals; and we

wall oxmiums whktever o axygperation o found o the ooy
inre of Dryden:—

*Three poate In thees distant ages bom:
Greeca, lialy, and Endand dld sdorn
The first in lofuness of thonght surpaesed,
The nact [n wajewty; b both the lar,
The Loviwe GF andurs eould po farther @,
To make & 1hird, she joinad the formar twg, ™



COMUB, A MASK.

PRESENTED AT LUDLOW (JAGTLE,

THE T'ERBORR, ':*Doﬂnrql lootem

b
Tha attendart Spmrr, attarward o the hakdt of
Coum with lig arew,
Thé TABT.
Fizst. LRoranmx.
Hecond BroraEm.
Babgrirts the Nymph.

The chiaf parsons who presented wase
The Lord FRacELE?.
Mr, Teowas Bsemmow, hig brpthes,
The Lady ALIOE K4ERTUE,

Cosnme, the son of Becchus and Circe, wea & sorcerer, amd the
patron of revelry. His delleht was to allore heedless travalers by
proffering afl Hnds of riotors pleannres.  TThoesd whn feil oo i
amares Joat thebr homan coontensnoss, amd meeeived Ingtead the
heads of pnolean anirnals, muok &a gwiog, goais, and the Hike,

A lady and her two brochers are mepresented 8 Mwing thedr woy
&t ulghifall io A wood hawobed by Coinus m twa brothers are
compelled 1o loava thalr glder in order to fry recover the path.
Whila tha Iady 8 100 alops, Comm sodeavors to ndoce her to
becoms ooe of bis followors, but she rafuses to ndopt bis pleasores,
refiztas his reasonings, and the sorcerer (3 only atde, by his speils, to
rivet her to her meat. The two brothars, gulded by an attendant
Epirit, who has asgomed the form of one of their father's shephends,
ars anabled to discover their sster. But Oomns ascapes them, and
tha lady iz only set frea by the Intervantion of the Nymph Babrina

Tha poatn la Intended to ghew the beauty and the strength of
virtna,

It was acted A8 A mask, or masqeerads, in the gardena of Lodlow
Castls for the sntertaiunent of the famlly of the Xarl of Bridge-
‘wanler.
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THE FIRAT SCENE DISCOYVERS A WILD WoQOD.
The Aitendanal BPTRIT deacends or enlers,

Berons the starry threchold of Jove's court
My mansion is, where thore immearta) sliapes
Of brizht acelal epleits Nve insphee'd

In regione mild of calm and serene alr,

Above the smoke and stir of this dim spot, &
0T,
THE matar, or messore, o which the poem i written, js called

Hm[1,1 bl,-:;nnm ik i Lhet shiol ik sl acibed Lo LChe degeriptlon of
noble and bercie desds or thoughts, Fack Hne la dividad foto Awe
Feet; each Mook cousatats of & ahort aylteble preceding & lobg coe, and
15 called mm Fambuy.  Elenae L Deeter s aleo oalled Immbie, The
lines may he scannead thus:
DEfGra | the gthe | rF theés 1 hiEd af | Fieo's Coart |
crma.aiunch'uny ;.T: Mt.h ﬂnu& a l.iiﬂk-:flt.r In an ;Jﬂmuin the [I(lmn.q;.q
arising erence of promunciaton of part
worda i Haﬂmgn‘a u'?nufui aut gwn; this, In Hoe 4, wa liarg e
T o6 | gitins nabd | 5 calm | kod 55 | réoe aic,]
Awd In lne 11:
Amdnaget | thi on [ thedn'd Gda | in eaio ] t6d seltal
Bometimes we hava a gpllnbla ton muech:
Afrar | this mar [ ¢8 ¢hanga | th hir | od efre | sota)
Thia meter ia the ooe in which Shakeapaara's !ﬂa ‘i, Bl plmost
wil English ﬂru.mmsm -ii.-rj.t'beu1 lt facm ln_n-r.'l with madditfon of

1Pr-il.|‘acue1 !}rydﬁn o nt poeta; without
rhprme hhy? lfin t.hu “l’arndma atd Paradiews He-
Eadned, "

"ﬂnmug.“ ﬂu.e [Fodd of Ravelry.
A Mask," or Masgnerads, u entectalnment bn which the actors

wers maskad

2. Manslon.—Not & Rouse: but simply an mi.u'dmg place } fromwm
wamen, b abida.

8, Anrinl.—A wobd of Bour sy lehles, Feon agr. the air, —nsphered.
The wnrd sphere means crr:g'lnnll_r lh:!‘q; mend. Henoe, just as
the word #eund cRme to ba u.pp]i'g? ivilar dutitg which

?&::ul ?'1?1" ;md O¥EY |1 mthieuinrd ﬂe::tcamamba
eilar erpnt w pc & liva &b
EeAng Ethmd eg

s ﬂarmm—t‘mnmmvm mﬁn-na thablr thern was & Pesam-
blance to the solnd of the ' werein,



COMTH. T

Which men call Barth, end with low-thoughted cars
Confin’d, and pester”d in this pinfold here,
Btrive to keep up & frall and faverish belog,
Unmindfo! of the crown that virtne gives,
After thia mortal change, to her true pervants, 10
Amang the enthron'd Godds on suinted seats,
Yet some thare be that by due steps ssplee
To lay thelr just baods on thot golden key,
That opes the palace of etarnity;
To such my ertand is; and but for sach, 15
I woald not soil these pure ambrosial weeds
With the rank vapors of thiz elp-worn mold.
Bui to my taek. Neptune, besides the gway
Qf avery ealt flood, and each abbing streatn,
Took in by lot "twizt bigh sod nelhor Jove 20
Imperial rule of all the sea-gle Lales,
That like to rich and varlous geme inlsy
The unedorne:d bosom of the desp:
Which he, to grace his tributary Gods,
By course commites to eeversl government, a
And giver them leave bo wear their sapiphles erowne,

7. Pestered.—This WWF it hag rather fallen ouk of olassl-
ﬂlm I8 quite good algnifies plagued, from peastis, 8

u.ﬂ:pid, T "ald, ;pim whern ibesp wora pponed or
‘E’m{.ﬂ.ﬂ wrorde in wan—ta pen o o fold

10, Afier this mortal change.—Ferhaps “ aftar this mom
his ean chan for lmorialliy;'' o slea Y after thls state of
n 13 pm 3" bt of, Time B

nthroned.—With the accent oo the first, not eothrondd.—

Equltﬂi sonls—Bancte medag, holy reata

16. Bot.—Exceps, trannlu.l.‘cd inl:o Latin hr

1 Ambrosiali—Immaortal. ‘Augpéres le derdvad from 4 mot,
aud Beorby mortal; o that the taro words are the aame. The
of m Into b @8 very common, Thum wo havo poprig, pporby (W)
I8 almost unprosonnceade), and then fporis.
nl':lfu-adl. iarments.  Thua wa of & widow's weeds, o har-

'n wosda,

20. Hi and nather Fove,— Joved, or Jove who 1'51?.11
high, la Juplter; nather Jove, or .lm‘g;.hr m‘igns!
Tha word medher is found i Netherlands, o7 lurlnnds. coun-
‘ries, and in nethermont.

2. To graocs la to show favor bo; fmmgrs.ﬂu..

. By soaras.—-]n turn Epcharah served th apﬂm‘snmuln
the onrdar of his cowrse. Buwulpul:vlmiou Thas, et



