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INTRODUCTION.

TeE aothor is fully aware, that in the following
pages, conclusions have been arrived at, and practicea
proposed, startling and opposed to the preeonceived
opinions of general readers. This consideration,
however, has had mo influence in the statement of
thess conclusions, nor in the recommendation of those
practices. Truth without mystery, intentional errar,
or the fear of man, is the motto best snited to this
subject, and to serve the publie. Everything of a
metaphysical or speculative character has been care-
fully avoided ; so that whosoever may feel disposed
to raise objections, must do so not in accordance with
any whim, prejudice or superstition which may afflict
him, but by denying cither tho truth of the premises,
or the legitimacy of the deductions. ILet it not be
said that the life of man cannot be prolonged o many
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THE CAUSE OF NATURAL DEATH.

—h—

CHAPTER L

The Changes in the Body during its Progress from
the Womb to the Grave.

Tae first visible state of a human being, (in em-
bryo,) is & small, globulous, pulpy or jelly-like sub-
stance, approsching the nature of albumen or the
matter which constitutes the white of an egg. In
this pulpy suhstance, or globule, varicus particles of
more solid matter begin to appear. These particles
of matter graduslly increase in bulk and density,
until they come in contact with each other. These
different points of contact are slowly modified into so
many joints or hinges ; and thus, by degrees, a dis-
tinet framework of bone, or skeleton, is formed.
During the formation of this bony fabric, the sur-
rounding pulpy matter gradually accumulates, and
changes in form, until, at length, that degree of or-
ganization is produced which constitates o foctus, or
child in the womb. This foetus becomes larger and
firmer up to the time of birth, when the state of in-

2



