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MARIE LOUISE,

THE ISLAND OF ELBA, AND THE HUNDRED
DAYS,

L
THE RETUEN 01 MARIE LOTUISE TO AUSTRIA.

ROM ithe dounble point of view of paychology

and history it is a sad but curicus tesk to study
the gradations by which the Empress Murie Louise
was, little iy little, transforined from 2 devoted and
irreproachatble wifa into & forgetful, indifferent, and
faithless ona. Whan she left the soil of France, her
sentiments toward her husband were still honest. If
she had not rejoined him at Fontaineblean, the fault
should be attribuied to him rather than to her. To
the very end she had fulfiled her duties as Rogont
with exactness and loyalty, and Napoleon rendered
her entire justice on thiz point. We believa that,
when she entered Switzerland, she was still minded
to go to Elba very soon. During the sarly daye of
her sojourn at Sehoenbrunn she remained more French
than Austrian. Bhe greatly preferred the Duchess of
Montebello to any of the Viennese court ladies; she
showed high esteem for Madame de Montesquion, M.
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2 ELBA, AND THE HUNDRED DAYS.

de Bausset, and M. de Méneval, who constantly talked
to her of Napoleon and of France; she retained her
husband's imperial coat-of-arms upon her carriages,
her silver, and the liveriss of her attendants. Her
household way entively French, and at the court of
her father she was reproached with always playing
the part of Empress. The Countezs of Montesquiou,
who continued to fulfil hor funetiens as governess
with the grentest zeal, talked unceasingly of the Em-
peror Napoleon to the little Bonaparia, ag the unfor-
tunate King of Home wne styled at Vienna. She
taught the child to love his father and fo pry for
him.

The Emperor Francis proceeded slowly and by
degrees. He was too adroit to procipitate counsels
or ¢cormmands which at the first moment his danghter
might have found eynical. He did nothing to wound
or shock her. He permitted her to take the waters
at Aixles-Bains, which, in 1834, was still a French
town, and where she went out driving in open car-
riages bearing the imperial arma of France,

At this time the attitude of Marie Louise was still
absolutely correct.  But the crafty Auvstrian policy
undarstood how to find a man who should succeed in
turning the wife from her husband. This man was &
military diplomatist, Grenernl Count Neipperg, a re-
lentless enemy of France and of Napoleon. Com-
plaisant, skilful, energetic, a thorough man of the
world, su seecomplished courtier, an excellent musi-
cian, he knew how to make his way by insinuation



