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TO

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE EARL FITZWILLIAM.

My Logrp,

Tu no one can fhis hitle work be in-
seribed with more propriely than to Your Lordship.
From the venerable institutions of eur Savon an-
cesfors Your Lordship derives the litle lo whick
your conduct in public and in fhe privacy of do-
meslic retiremen! edde sa much veal dignily and
fustre. Whilst, loo, Literalure and Science enjoy
in Your Lovdship on enlightencd mna zealous pa-
trom, Your Lordship hus ever cherished an earnest
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desire fo promole the higher and betler interesis of
mankind, by diffusing, in richer aluadonce, the be-
nefite and blessings of the Gospel, whose propitious
infroduction, celebrated in the Homily now pre-
sented to the public, reveued our Baxvon forefathers
Jrom idolalry and berbdarism, and opened the way
o the present greainest of our noble land. Long
may Your Lordship continue to throw e profecting
grm over the sacred cawse of Religion and Virlue,

as well as lend the fostering hand to Learning and
the Aris,

1 have the honour to subscribe myself, with every

senliment of profifude and respect,
My Lord,

Your Lordehip's most obedieni humble Servent,

LARRET LANGLEY.

Brampéon, August 1, 1838,



PREFACE.

THE Anglo-Saxon Homily on the Birth-day of
Bt. Gregory forma cne of a seriea of Homilies and
Sermons translated from the Latin, and adapted to
the use of the Anglo-Baxon Church, by Elric,
then & monk, but afterwardes consecrated to the
archiepiscopal see of Canterbury, as suecessor to
Sirie, or Sigeric, in the year $96. To this orna-
ment of his age and the church are ascribed seve-
ral other valuable works in theclogy and philo-
logy, which, while calculated to render eminent
service to his contemporaries, prove to succeed-
ing times that the mantle of Alfred did not fall
to the ground, and that the impulse which his
labours and cxample communicated, in that be-
nighted ers, to literature, long continued to be
felt, The general object of Alfric, in the prepa-
ration of these Homilies, was, according to hie own



Ti TREFACE.

statement, the prevention of heresy, and the cor-
rection of that tendency to errors, delusive and
dangerous, which, even at zo early a period of the
history of the Anglican Church, manifested itself
in varied but uneguivocal formas,

This Homily, like too many other valuable do-
cuments, long slumbered in the obseurity of MS,,
until, in 1709, i1t was rescued from oblivion and
given to the world, with the accompaniment of &
translation, by Miss Elstob,—a name worthily as-
sociated with the catalogue of learned females of
whom England can boast. The *dulcis ef inde-
Jfessn comes ™ of her Brother’s University studies,
Misz Elstob devoted hersellf to Letters with an
enthusiasm and zeal-—with an entireness of pur-
pose und & perseverance af effort—rwhich but few
of those who profess to despisc female talent and
feminine atteinments, exhibit or possess. Would
that her exasmple might stimulate and her successz
encourage some of the numerous female aspirants
after literary distinction, at the present day, to
follow her steps in the same laudable career !*

# Ta the inetance of Miss Elstob, may be added the more
recent, bot pot less honourable, labours, in the same depart-
ment, of Miss Garney, of Heswick, Norfolk, characterized
by Dr. Ingram as " the Elstob of her age.'” To this learned
lady is due the credit of having produced the first literal ver-

gionm of the Saxon Chronicle, printed, st Morwich, in 1814,
though never published.
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In again presenting the Homily to the public,
with the appendage of a copious Glossary, instead
of 4 Translation, the sole object of the Editor is to
promote, in however subordinate a capacity, a
cause in which he has long felt a deep and undi-
minished interest,—the caunse of Saxon Letters,
Considering the Homily simply in this relation,
and as offering, in the importance of its aubject
and the comparative puzity of its dialect, a pleasing
and profitable exercise for the student, the Editor
has confined himself to matters purely philologi-
cal, and bas carefully aveided all the great theolo-
gical and ecccleslastical questions which it might
be made to originate, and into the discussion of
which Miss Elstob has so fully and learnedly and
zealously entered. Historical disquisitions have
also been omitted, on similar grouads, and for the
additional rensons, that the tendenecy of such dis-
quisitions to almost interminshle extension ap-
peared incompatible with the wigh and the de-
sign of producing that novelty in Saxon Fitera-
ture,—a cheap book ;—and that it seemed desirable
to arouse, rather than to lull, a spirit of research,
and to lead the ingniring mind to historical inves-
tigation,—always profitable, and peculiarly. inter-
esting when directed to the annals of our own
country and to the records of our forefathers. The
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Extracts from Alfred’s Translation of Bede, and
from the Saxon Chronicle, have been appended
with the twofold object of extending, in some de-
gree, the course of Saxon Reading, and of afford-
ing a collateral and almost contemporaneous illus-
tration of facts and dates.

With regard to the Gloesary, it may be remarked
that, though not #o rich as some others in eluci-
dations from the cognate dialects, it may, without
presumption, be considered not inferior to any yet
published in its developement of the composition
and structure of the Anglo-Saxen, and in refer-
ences to the treasures of criticism and philology
which we now so gbundantly possess. In ita
preparation, copicus use has been made of Mr,
Thorpe’s excellent Analecta, and of Mr, Kemble's
claborate Glossary to Beowulf,—by which, as well
as by their ather erudite labours, these two emi-
nent scholars have rendered the most important
services to Saxon Literature. It is hoped, there-
fore, that the Vocabulary will be found caleulated
not only to facilitate the translation of the Homily,
but also to communicate an extensive knowledge
of the general principles of the language. The
Gothic etymons of Saxon terms are occasionally
assigned, not for unmeaning display, but to con-
vey some notion of the origin and formation of



