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RECOMMENDATORY NOTICE,

THI$ work is from the pen of one who was a most powerful
champion on the side of National Religion. The late excel-
lent and accomplished Dr Gibeon occupied a foremost place
in the struggle so successfully maintained fully thirty-five
years ago, in behalf of the duty of natiens and their rolers
to acknowledge and promote the cause and kingdom of the
Lord Jesus Christ. This he did, not enly by mmaintaining
what has been called the principle of Church Establishments
directly on Seriptural grounds, bot by refuting plausible
objections to that principle. In the present volume a speci-
wen s given of cach of these forms of defence.  One of the
most plausible arguments against Church Establishments
cemsisted in a bald allegation that the Church of Christ was
pure till the time of Constantine; and that after what Con-
stantine was alleged to have done in the way of establish-
ing the Church, she gradually sank inte corruption. Dr
Gibsory, on the other hand, in the first treatise here re-
printed, —which was originally publiched in 1833, —examined
and exposed this unfounded allegation. He demonstrated
that, instead of its being founded on truth, it was entirely
baseless.  This able and learned treatise—which received
the cordial approbation of Drs M*Crie and Cunningham,
and was never answered—has been long out of print, although
there have been many demands for it from various quarters
from yeartoyear. The second treatise—which was originally
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PREFACE.

THERE are few subjects upon which so many ynssund or
defective notions prevail, as upen the guestion of Church
Establishtnents ; and no ode part of that question is so ill
understocd, or so entirely misrepresented, as the conse-
quences to the interests of religlen of what is osually called
Constantine’s Establishment of Christianity, The present
Essay has for its objoct to sct this matier somewhat in its
true light, and to afford, within a shoet compass, to thase
who will peruse it, the means of determining, on adequate
proof, whether the corruptioms that preceded, accompanied,
and followed it, are owing to what iz called the ¥ Voluntary
Church” prizciple, or the principle of Establishments. The
author of this Esgay is of opinion that they are owing to the
Voluntary, and not to the Establishient principle—and
believes that he has adduced ample histerical testimony in
'support of his opinion

He would wish to impress upon his countrymen, not
merely the importance of the great relipgious principles and
general interests mvolved in. this mementons question, but
also the necessity of having the public mind well instructed
on the subject. Al the great changes that have lately
taken place, some of them for the better, and some of them
for the worse, have arisen from small beginnings, and have
beenn brought about as much by the union, determination,
and perseverance of their promoters, as by the soundness of
their arguments, The friends of Establishments, who, in



