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PREFACE.

Ir is & guestion confessedly diffienlt to apewer, in what msmner and to
what extent a translator is bound to conform to the conventional decornm
of the age and nation in which he lives: whether he is to omit whatever in
the least degree runs coanter to those rules by which an author is now hap-
pily compalled to abide, a method which would infallibly destroy the whole
humour of some of the most felicitous, and withal the most harmless pas-
sages of Greck Comedy and Roman Satire, or to follow his anthor even in
hus wildest extravaganees, which would in many cases render his trapslation
anreadable to by far the greater portion of English Society. It has been my
endeavonr to steer, as far as has been in my power, clear of either extreme :
to leave nothing in my translation which can justly offend the classical reader :
while at the same time I have not dared entirely to ignore any passege which
seemed necessary to the full understanding of the true position of an anthor,
who in spite of these occasional blemishes has been at all times venerated ss
well as admired, and that too even on moral grounds, by the best and wisest
of mapkind, For it must have been something more than the exuberance of
wit which overflows every page of these Comedies, something more than that
brilliancy of sarcastic humonr which no imitator has ever spproached, and of
- whish, I sincerely hope and believe, no translation can entirely denude them ;
it must have been something beyond sll this which has endeared Aristophanes
in such a remarkable degree to so very many great and illustrious names, and
among them, as is well known, to one of the severest Sainta of the Christian
Church, the * Glorions Preacher,” Bt. Chrysostom. It was donbtless the ex-
cellence of their moral doctrines, the practical good sense, which, as Gibbon
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truly remarke, is s faculty rarer and more precious than genius, and with which
Aristophanes can, when he chooses to speak soberly, treat the great questions
of Religion and Politics in Athens, and lay bare the causes of decay which
were hurrying on that bright Republic to internal misery and external ruin.
 Men smile,” says Mr. Sewell, in his eloquent Introduction to the Dislogues
of Plato®, “ Men smile when they hear the anecdote of one of the most vene-
rable fathers of the Chureh, who never went to bed without Aristophanes
under his pillow. But the noble tone of morals, the elevated taste, the sound
political wisdom, the boldness and scutensss of the satire, the grand ohject,
which is seen throughont, of correcting the follies of the day, and improving
the condition of his country,—ell thess are features in Aristophanes, which
however disgnised, as they intentionally are, by coarseness and buffoonery,
entitle him to the highest respect from every reader of antiquity, Thereis as
mach system in the Comedies of Aristopt a8 in the Dialogues of Plato.
No one play is without its definite object : and the stats of national education
as the greatest canse of all [the vitiated condition of the public mind] is laid
open in the Clonds. Whatever light is thrown by that admirsble play npon
the character of Socrates, and the position which he occupies in the Platonic
Dialogues, it is chiefly valuable as exhibiting in s short bat very complete
snalyss, and by a number of fine Rembrandt-like strokes, not any of which
must be overlooked, all the features of that frightful school of sophistry,
which ab that time was engaged systematically in corrupting the Athenian
youth, and against which the whole battery of Plato was pointedly directed.”
Moreover it may be observed that the Clouds is far the purest and the most
refined of all the productions of the Aristophanic Muse: it wes an attempt,
as he says himself, to raise Comedy out of a mere coarse and licentious al-
expohoyla®to a philosophic and elegant entertainment : an attempt which un.
fortunately failed, and the result of that fallure may be wituessed in most of
the poet's later plays: but an attempt carried out with so much faste and

' p.dl oxpokoyia’ rois 8 pakkow j twdvosa Bua-
" Aristotle sayn that the New Comedy qhipe &' of puxpdy rairs mpds ehompocrd-

succeeded in » similar sttempt. Tois pdr  wyp. Eth. Nie IV. viil. 6.

¥p (the old Comedians) yehoior #» 4 ai-
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vigoar, that it would undoubtedly have beem the most successful work of
Aristophanes, had it mot been for its one great and indelible blemish, its
complete and entire misreg tation of the character and tendemcies of
Sacratic philosophy.

And this, it must be confeased, is snother objestion to the Play, far more
formidable than the plea, which we have just considered, of its occasional
indelicacy. But even this may be eafely disregarded : forrtlsnntd:ﬂlcultm
discover the cause of the emmity which Aristopl
Socrates: mrm1tmmgthtthachﬂmhlofnthuthaonsm'ths other
should be vilified, (as has too often been done,) to nccount for it. The spirit
of a new intellectual wra was brooding over Athens: from ome extremity of
the Hellenic world to the other, from the coast of Tonia to the coast of Italy,
the movements of philosophy were beginning to make themselves felt. Nor
can it be denied that this change was ascompanied by a change for the worse
in the morals and character of the people: the old faith was breaking up, and
0o new one was offered to their minds: it cannot be denied that the Athe-
nians of the Peloponnesian War had degenerated in generosity, in upright-
ness, in Pan-hellenic patriotism from the men of Marathon and Plates. And
doubtless there were at Athens many excellent men who sighed for the in-
tegrity, the honour, the moral rectitude of the good old times; who were
content to live us their fathers lived, to die as their fathers died: to be no
wiser than their ancestors, And this principle thongh unsound @ is neverthe-
leex always respectable, and if sometimea a check to beneficial improvement is
more frequently a guard sguinst rash and hasty innovation. Such = spirit
found an interpreter in Avistophanes : he looked back with regret to the days
when the whols education of an Athenian was “to call for his rations and to say
his Bhyppape,” as distinguished, as indeed they were, by the superior simplicity,
honesty, apd temp of their discipline, and he viewed with disgust and

* “1f all other things fail, men fly to  futstion of all that can be ssid : as if this
this, that woch or such things pleased our  were a grant mischisf that any should be
ancestors, and it wers well for us if we found wiser than A onamors™ Bir
could but match them. They set up their  Thomas More, Utopis, (Bp. Burnet's trans-
rest on such sn answer, as & sufficient con-  lation.)
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apprehension this whole intellectnsl tendency which appeared to be bringing
immorality and licentiousness in its train. His fault was that he did not
diseriminate : that he did not discern that the tendency was alresdy taking
two directions: that he confounded the efforts of Bocrates to go on and build
up a new and better morality in the place of the old which was now irretriev-
sbly undermined, with the sophistical school which would overthrow the old
without substituting anything in ite place: that he did not see that the only
way then practicable of resisting the sophistical theories, was the way in which
Socrates was attempting to proceed : that he looked upon their disputes as
xepapdus xepoyel, and identifying the two systems which were slike merely in
their onward tendency and intelleotual progress, thonght he should be doing
Godmb}ﬂngqamstthwhck. We, with the writings of Plato and
Xenophon in onr hands, know that he was wrong : but with his own writings
in our hands, that he was honest, who chall dare deny P

Biill, although the opposition of Ariatophanes to the spread of literature on
the score of the blow thereby inflicted on the old principles of virfue and of
hononr, must by no means be carelessly confounded with the willing igno-
rance of such cavillers as the Bestins of Parnius, (Sat. vi. 87.), snd the Jack
Cade of Shakespeare’s Henry the Sixth (* He hath corrupted the youth of our
age by erecting & grammar school,” Part I1, Act iv. sc. 7) : and although the
ides of his haviog been incited fo this opposition by pecuniary motives, by
the bribes of Anytus and Melitus, is universally surrendered, aud can indesd
be refuted on chronological considerationsd, in apite of all this, a deep blot
must always remain upon the memory of Aristophanes, as having forwarded
actuzlly if not intcationally, the foulest deed, save one, that ever disgraced
the snnals of mankind, the accusation and execution of Boceates. The words

¢ M. Gilbert Cooper in his Jearned and
ingenious Life of Socrates says, “Elian has
made » most egregious blundar when he
saya that Melitus was conoerned in hiring
Aristophanes to compose it : for Melitus,
when Bocrates was brought ¢o his teial
(which was three or four and twenty
years after this play was performed) is

called even then & young man; wéos ris
pou adweras kol dyvabs, says Boerates, Eu-
thyphron ad init. If therefore he was than
4 young man, be certainly must have been
too young to have entered into sny plots
four and twenty yoars before that time.
P 55, note. See also Wigger's Life of
Bocrates, chapter 7, section 3.
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of the Platonie Apology are too plain to be misunderstood : riw dvroposiar
Bl dvaprdvas alrly. “Zwxpdrys ddiel col wepiepyd(eras (rév T4 e
twd yis xal olpdina, xal vdv frre Adyor spelrrw woily, xal E\heve raird
rafra Slidoxwr.” Towtry riy dorie TATTA TAP EQPATE KAI ATTOI
EN THI APISTOBANOTE KQMOAIAL, Saxpdry rid e mepupepdpe
vov $doxovrd e depofarely xal EAAny wdAAnp dhvaplay PAvapolvra, dy dyd
obdiy olre péya ofire ouxpiv mép drafw. Apol. 19 B.—It i nrged that
twenty years after its publication a Comedy which was not even then success-
ful conld not have had so powerful an influence over the Athenian mind :
but Plato was a contemporary speaking of what he felt and knew: and his
testimony, partial as be was to Aristophanes, must be held fully sufficient to
establish the fsct. Doubtless Arvistophanes regretted the fatal result: donbt-
less he wonld join in the universal repentance which pervaded Athens, and
sympathise with those deeply pathetic lines of the Poet whom he uniformly
cannected with Socrates, sddressed to the Athenian audience,

ERdPETY) K@Y TY mdwodor

Tiv oily dhylvourax dyddve povais ®.

Ye have slain—ye have slain—the wisest in song,

The Nightingale of Science, who had done you no wrong,

And it is observed by Meineke that the Poets of the Middle Comedy who at-
tacked and wrote against Plato, did it in a much more gentle and kindly
spirit than that which animates the Clonds.

But although an entire misrepresentation of the Socratic philosophy, the
pictare in the Clonds is a faithful resemblance of what Mr. Mitchell calls  the
outer Socrates : so faithful that as Diogenes Laertina ' observes, Aristophanes
is often really praising him, when he thinks he is holding him up to deris
Without this externsl likeness the satire could not have had its prodigions
effect alike upon the enemies and the friends of Socrates. He himself, con-
scious s he was of the internal dissimilarity, was, not improbably, the least

* Rurip. Palamedes, ap. Diog. Laert, smoul horddwovouw dovrods, 8 e axdmrou-
IL v. 44, our, énawoirres abrdy, and he quotes Clouds
‘ Diog. laerty I v. 27, Ol cwpplo- 410 2q,
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moved of the audience. ‘Ixards Jv xal réy oxwrrdvrov alrdy vmepopdy,
says his biographer 8, “ He could afford even to contemn the scoffa of his
sssailants” Indeed that Socrates was believed to have disregarded the attack
" of the Comedian may be gsthered with great probsbility from the well-
known aneedote recorded by Hlian® that he stood up in hia place in the
Thestze the whole time that the play was being acted : that his followers felt
it deeply, may be concladed with certainty from the frequent allusions to the
Clouds in the Dialogues® which are extant to this day. But their sense of
the injustics with which Aristophanes had treated their master, did not for a
moment lessen their admiration of his geniue®: Plato sent thia very Comedy
to Dionysius of Syracuse, as a specimen of the splendour of Athenian liters-

* Diog. Laert, IT. v, 26.
* 8o Plutarch: ‘Apirroddrovs 3, n
rie Nedidas dfidupe, warrolis

pare Clouds, 356-—Corgias, 498 Ni» ydp,
eays Callicles, ¢f Ter ool AaSdperor § Ehou
drovedy riv vowiray el 8 derpuripor

WI‘I‘I’BG" = o l\m
»vwrds, xai Twvos riie mapderew, T rowiTe
dvaxwpwloirras, ol dy e wlwdrror,
& Zéxparer ; pd Al, olx Hywye, Tppoo,
bs yip dv oupworly peydde r§ Bedrpy
oxémrouar. !

Agology, 19. B. given sbove. Add Xano-
phon Bymposium vi, 6. elwew 8 Zupaxd-
miog, "Apa ob & Tdepares & Spovrioris dmie
eakobperor ;—elwi poc wméarove Yridhns mé-
Bar dpoi dwiye. (the emendstion of Wie-
lsnd and Dindorf, yAAa—davriie Dke-
rai is too violent: the present veading
gives & very good sense). vobra dp
o¢ parl yumperpeiy. Compare Clouds, 145.
—PFlato Symposium, 221, B. &reira fuorye
Béen (5 Tospirys), & Apoviares, v
adw ) (OF. Esch. Agam. 550.) roira, xal
drei fuawopedentlas, Sowep xal dvfldde, Bpre-
Gudperos kat ripladud mapeSdiiier, Com-

draycyor, hireor dduneir pndiv dBuoivra,
olef dreote & Proir &, efrow, dAAE diro-
@dwoey dv (furning Clouds 1060 to his own
E  viv dy dhnlids mBeprmricde (1. €. qhi-
Adaoow) oly fyd dv v Sors perewpocsd-
wor Te ket ddohévymy xai dxpmetow xa-
Airfa:. Compare Clouds, 313, 356, 1461,
ete. But the most affecting allusion is in
the Phads, where Sccrstas on the day of
his death befors commencing his solemn
and earnest discourse on the immortalicy
of the soul, and the siate into which he
waa about to enter, says, Ofwoiy & oluas
elmreiy Tavdk vy dedvoarra, ol o roppdo-
woude aln, & ddoheayd, xol ol mepl mpoey-
nbrrar Tovs Myovs Toictpa.

* It was reserved for Voltaire to say
that Aristophanes was & Comie Poet with-
out auything comic or poetical in him.




