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WATER SUPPLY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

Comrrrree oN Pueric Laxos,
Hovse or REFRESENTATIVES,
Friday, Oaotober 31, 1912,

The committes met at 10 o’clock . m., Hon. Nicholas J. Sinnoté
(chairman) presiding.

The CEatrMAx. The meeting was called this merning to congider
H. R. 406, introduced by Mr. Osborne, of California, o bill to grant
certain riF’hts of way and power rights and sites to the city of
Los Angeles. T underatand there is objection from some people in
Califernia, who claim that the granting of these rights will inter-
fers with certain proposed nrrigation wnd power development, and
so on, which they llljnve in eontemplation. T would like ts know who
iz here to be henrd in favor of and againat the bill. First, who
will appear in favor of the bill?

Mr. Osnonwe. Mr, Chairman, I will make a brief statement in
regard to the bill, but the principal statement will be made by Mr.
W. IR, Mathews, comnsel for the city of Los Angeles, who has been
tho counsel in aquedact matters for & great many years; in fact,
from its inception. :

The Coamruax. Is thers anyona ¢fse here in favor of the bhill?

Mr, Osnorne. We have Hepresentative Randall and Mr. R.
Woodland Gates.

Mr. Barnour, Thers are several here who want to appesr on the
other side.

The Cramsax. Now, who desires to appear against the bill#

Mr, erryre. Mr, Chaitman, there are » number of people here
who desire to be heard, who are ngainst the bill in ita present form
Mr. Fritz, of omong, Judge Dixon, snd Mr. Edgar, of Im‘periai
Valley. Did you want to be heard, Mr. Adams?

Mr. Apams. Yes, sir.

Mr, Errrer. Mr, Adams and Mr. Consanl. I believe, Mr. Chair-
man, all the people in my disgtrict who are opposed to this hill are
present, and I hope that you will bo able——

The Cuarrman, You have mentioned four; is that allf
. Mr. Eerraex. Thet is all, T believe. They represent the different
imterests that are interested.

The Criaeman. I want to get some idea as to how many want
to be heard.

Mr. Kerrvew. Tlnless Mr, Osborne wishes to start in, T will ask
that Mr. Fritz be heard first,

The Cwamman. Wo will first hear the proponents of the hill,

Mr. Kerrnee, Very well. I thought we ﬂa that in the former
hearings.

The Cmameman. I will state that lo-day is private calendar day
in the House, and I understand they are going to take up the private

b



6 WATER SUPPLY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

calendar, there are s number of bills on that ealendar, from this
com]mittee, 30 we can not run now longer than about a quarter of
twelva,

Mr. Osborne, will you take charge of the argument in favor of this
measure, and 1otroduce the witnesses that you desire to be heard.
I wish that all the witnasses would state their names and residence,
and thelr interest in this legislation, for or against it.

STATEMENT OF HON, HENRY Z. OSBOBNE, A REFRESENTATIVE
IN CONGRESS FEOM THE BTATE OF CALIFOENIA.

Mr. Ossorne. Mr. Chairman, snd gentlemen of the committee,
this bill, which iz for the purpose of granting rights or way and
reservoir sites, powerhouse sites and other easements in favor of
the city of Loz Angeles, hus been before the committes during the
past Ewo sessions of Congress. There are some new members here
who are perhaps not familiar with what has been done in the past.

This bill was introduced by me early in the Sixty-Fifth Congress,
and on account of the genersl power bill, it wuas postponed from
time to time. A hearing finully wus had in the early part of the
present year, in January and ]:‘ehrllury. At that time there were
8 number of protestants against cortain features of the bill, and
among them, sume of tho gentlemen whe are hero now. After a
very full diseussion before the coromittee, agrecments were arrived
at to the satisfaction of all the protestants to the bill who had ap-
peared at that timo. The committee took into account the various
agreements, which were satisfactory to cverybody, and approved
tha bill, and reported it to the House favorﬁ}.}r, unanimousty. It
was so late in the session, about 10 days before the adjournment,
that we wero unable to get it before the House,

The Coargman, Was that bill identicn] with this bill, H. R, 4061

" Mr. Osporse. Tt is cxactly, word for word and lotter for letter, and
punctuation and all, 1ike this bill.

Mr. Sarra. Which was approved cven by those who had been oppo-
nents of the hill?

Mr. Osnorxr. Absolutely; without a dissenting voice anywhere. -

I now present the bill agamn to the commitiee. In doing so I think
it not improper to state that the Los Angeles Agueduet is mainly for
the purpose of providing the water sup E;'eof the city of Los Angeles.
Some years ago we discovered in Los Angeles that we were running
short of water, and our cngineers looked about for a water supply,
and they reported to the city in faver of this supply, if it cou L:Ipbb
obtained, from the Owens River. I will state that Owens River
empties mto Owens Lake, which iz one of the dead lukes which are
not uncommeon in the western country, like the Great Salt Luke, Mono
Lake, and Owens Lake. The water in the lake ig extremely brackish
and forms incrustations of minerals of various kinds and is not pota-
ble. After the water gets into that lake it is of no further value for
agricultural purpeses or for anything excepting the amount of mineral
that forms in this water.

I do not know that I could state the situation mora concisely than
it is stated in the mport of this committee made o the House on the
17th of February of this year. The report was adopted by the full
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committes and presented by Judge Raker as the mouthpiece of the
commitiee:

The Loz Angeles Aqueduct, for which Hglits of way, reservolr sites, and power-
hiouse sltes npon and across poblic lands are granted in this bill, iz the main
water supply of the elty of Los Angeles, Calif, The aquedue! was completed sev-
eral years ago. It constitutes one of the most extensive municipaily owned
water-supply systems, supplemented by a hydroefectric-power system, in the
Tolted States. The agqueduet 1z 240 mlles long, extending from the hase of
Mount Whitney, on the east side of the Elorras, for the most part through a
rough, mountatnous country, sparsely populated, to the eity of Log Anpeles, now
having a population of aboot 000K Tt s cetnent Hoed thronghout heatly its
entire ength, gbont 50 miles of which 18 tanneled theoogh the solid rock of the
mountaing, amd has a capacity of 20,0 minet's lnches—a very good-sized river.
‘Thiz water prior to tle construoctlon of the aqueduet dlscharged in Owens Lake—

Which, as I have expiuined to you, is brackish, and thereafter the
water becomes of no value,

The eity of Tos Angeleg has nillized to swmoc extent the faellittes which the
Aguednct affords In lts descent from abont 4,000 feet elevalion Lo hearly seq
level to geherale eleciric power for the lighting of the ity aml fur power uses,
and contemplates further generatlon of power. It has one unit of 37,500 horse-
power completed and in wse. The city owns the water whiclh Jt uses and in-
tends to use under the Twws of the Siale of California, and s ssking only for
Tights of wuy seross public lumds, uz stated. In the construction of the aqueduct
it was found peceszary, becouse of the geologle stroeture of the mosniaing——

The Casimmay (interposing). Does that say they'are asking only
for rights of way? Are they not nsking for dem sites and for the
impounding of water?

Mr. Osnorye. Yes; we are asking—— :

The ('matRMAwW (continuing). Storage dams and reservoirs?

Mr. Osropxe. Yes; that I stated prior to this point.

Mr. Tayror. That mezns, T presume, they are not asking for any
mMoTe water.

Mr. OseorNe. We are not asking for any move water, becanse the
Government does not furnish the water, Our water rights come from
the State.

Mr. Tavror. I understand that.

Mr. Osporne. And this committee wonuld have nothing whatever to
do wilth that and could not help us sut in that.

Mr. Tavron. I understand that.

Mr. Osroune, The change in the Jine of construction of the aque-
duet was found mecessary because of the geological forination and for
other economical reasons. [t was necessary to deviate from the origi-
nal rights of way granted in the act' of June 30, 1906; and I will state
that that net was the original act of which this is an amendment and
one in which the then President of the Unitad States, Col, Roosevelt,
took a very af interest. This project appealed to him very
strongly, and he helped out very greatly in obtaining these original
rights of way, to which we are now asking something additional.
The deviation in some places is but & few feet and af other places
many hundred feet, but for a length of about 80 miles,

(Letter of President Theadore Roosevelt regarding gront of lands aod rights
of way for the water and power projects of the city of Loa Angeles:)

Toy WarrE House,
i Weshington, June 85, 1906,

Messrs, Walcott and Pinchot state that there 15 ne objectlon to permitting
Loa Angeles to use the water for frrigating purposes so far as there is a sur-



