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SOURCES OF INFORMATION

While Vasco Nufez de Halboa may he teckoned
among the preatest of the minor explorers, yet less has
been written of im, perhaps, than of any other in lis
class except Juan Ponce de Leon. Both names are
familiar to every student of hizstory, both are well
known even Lo the casusl reader; but both have becn
stranpgely neglected by the biographer.

The only complete biopraphy of Balbea (it was
derlared by an avnthority several years apo), is that of
Diom Manunel José de Quintana, who, hetween the years
1807 and 1834, published his **Spanish Platacch,”
or Vidas de Fopaioles Célebres,  Thiz work {5 consider-
cd o classie, and its author {(who was born in Macdrd,
1772, and died in tHgy) lived tn cee it receive high
pradze, and some of ile subjects honored by translation
mntn other lanpuapges than hiz own vorpacnlar. An
English cdition, of Baliva and Fizarre, from Quintana’s
Celebraled 5 paniords, was published in London, 1832,
as translated by Mrs. Marparel Hodson, and dedicaled
* to Robert Southey, then Encland's poet-laureate,

But there is much material elsewhere to be found
pertaiming 1o Balboa, as well as to Pizarmo, and no lack
ot original documents, such as letlers that passed be-
tween Vusco Nuofez and the Spanish crown, in the yenrs
1515, 1514 and 1525, Mention is made of Balthoa by all
the early Spanish writers, ol course, such a2 Martyr,
IMerrera, and Owiedo, the last named having been per-
sunally acquainted with him, as well as with Pedrarias,
Pizarra, and all those who were coneerned in the ex-
ploration and settlement of Darten, Panama, and Uern.
Though Oviedo's great work, the Historin Notural p
General de [as Indios, remained in manoscript during
three centuries, Quintana had free acceas to it and ox-
tracted much thal was inleresting and valuable.



