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Iu the ancient lund of vintuge aud dance
and sun-burnt mirth, there resounded during
the Middle Agea a sweel chorne of song, which
was the delight, not only of the native lords
and ladies, but of enliivated saciety in wll
neighboring vountries. Spreading to Franee,
Bpuin, Germany and Taly, ils underlving
ideas and fanecies furnished the basis of much
that is greatest in mediseval literasure. its
snidden appesrance, its tapid developeut, its
brief glowvy, aml its unlimely exlinetion, in-
vest this Dyrie oulburst with a special, almost
iwragle, interest. In ity years from the fArat
recorded song of (Guilhem de Poitiers {1000),
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it entered npon the period of ifs perfect bloom;
then for a contury it Hourished, manifesting
ita apirit most completely in Bernart de
Voentadorn, Bertran de Born and Ameut
Dwamiel 3 by 1230 the Jecline, already pre-
fgured in the verses of Guiraul Jde Borel,
had begun, und, hefors the fourteentl cenlury
openead, thiz brilllant ereation had perished in
didacticism and oo ladce,

What waa the sourcs of this eflorescones?
Where id it fizet bud? Im whal popalar
element did it strike ing ronia? hege ave siill
matters of learned speoulation,  What seoms
praciicaily certadn iz the Tacl Lhat no external
impulss gonorated this poetry or influeneed
it early growll, It stunds pheolntels by
iteelf, (Dassic iiterature, whieli had continued
more or lesg to oceupr the attention of the
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learned few, had no part in its origin or de-
velopment, Ifi was the spontaneous product
of the conditions surronnding its hirih.

The poetry of the tronbadonras was esgen-
tially eocial in charactor. Unlike (foothe’s
minsbrel, who sang as e bird among the
branches, {lhess bardsz ezereised their are for
tha saloe of applanse and gain, —a recompensze
which eould be wou ouly by ploasing ithe
Enights and ladies gpatheradl at ke court of
sonne: woealthy nnd noble patren,  OF tho three
classes Inlo which Fouwdnd socioby wus divided
—eommong, clergy and nobles—the Test alone
posgeszad either the neany or 1le desire to
reward literary and mosical =kili, It was to
thia elagg, therelare, 1o Lhe Chruwls of Provenes
and Teoulomse, fo Hleanore of Aguitaine and
Ermengarde of Nocbomne, (o Richard  the
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