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INQUIRY INTO THE SOURCES OF THE
“CURSOR MUNDL"

Tur purpose of the following essay is to find out the sourcea from which
the author of the Cursor Mundi drew his information. As the four MSS.
of the Cursor agree with one another almost word for word, it doea not much
matter which of them we choosa for our guotations. I prefer the Catton
MS., because it is pretty complete, and has preserved the northern dialect.
Ten-Brink! supposes the following books, beside Holy Writ, to have been
used by the poet: Biblieal commentators end homilists, apoeryphal books, as
tha Pssndo—evaﬁgehum Matthei, Evangelium de Nalivitale Marice, Evangelium
Nicodemi, and perhaps Robert Grosseteste's Chosfeau &' Amour. This enumer-
ation, however, which only refers to the Christian period, is, when compared with
the various contents of the Cursor, neither exhaustive mor sccurate enough.
From a treatise of Dr. Robert Reinsch? we learn indeed that some passages of
the Pseudo-evangelium Motthei were certainly known to the aunthor of the
Cursor Mundi. But I do not think any one else has said a word about this
question, which, considering the importance of the poem, undoubtedly deserves
our foll attention, I have therefore taken it up.

L
PETRUS COMESTOR'S HISTORIA SCHOLASTICA.

In the Latin religious literature of the Middle Ages, there is a book which,
owing to it careful and terse wording, wea often made a source for religious
writings. I mean the Hisforiz Scholaetica of Peter Comestor, which was
composed between 1169 and 1175. As it haa been clearly proved® that an
earlier English poem, called Genssis and Erodus, is founded almost wholly on
the first part of this work, the author of the Cursor, who treated the same
subject, is very likely to have made use of the same widely-known original.

v Gerehichte der englischen Literatur, Berlin, 1877, Bd. L. p, 360,

? Dip Preudo-evangelion von Jewa' und Maria's Kindheit in der germanischen und
romanischen Literatur. Halle, 1879,

* Ten-Brink, Gesch, &, engl, L2, p. 274; Eolbing, In Engl. Studies, IIL p. 278 £, ;
Fritesche, in Anglia, V. p. 43 £,



