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PREF A CE.

Trozs little volume proceeds from a design simply {o preach
a sermon, Its subatance has mostly been given in the form
of ingtruction et the West Church; and, but for exceeding
the propar limits, was proposed alao for o Thursday Lecture.
I do not connect my name with ita title, beeaune the book
itself containa only some bint of the sublime mesning such
a title suggests. But I write not anonymously, and disown
no just responsibility for whetever I may say. It were
needless to inform any reader, that my eabject hes heen
suggested by the present state of the generel mind upon
radical guestions of religion; and as I have alluded in one
passage to the topic of a discourse by Dir. Bellpws, which,
beyond most of a similar kind, kas sueceeded to fame, [ ask
leave here to say, that, in the whole drift of my thought, 1
bave projected an independent treatment of my theme. It
is in no opposition to that gentleman, my most dear friend,
that I could anywhere appear.  If1 take a different direction,
as seamen have diverse routes to the same ports in BEurope
or the Indies, nevertheless I admire the way he has pursued
his; and I by no mesns undervalue his course {n present-
ing, in some sense, & humble counterpart.  Beldom, indeed,
has the pross of this country put forth matter, which, for
combination of intellectual power and rhetorical splender,
with frank speech and & good spirit, ean be compared with
his two recent produstions, There is no abler advocate alive
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of any point in religion ha may lay down; and it may be
doubted if any technically Catholio author in the land hos
argued the case of the church so finely, in its humsne sig-
nificonce as well as its logival foree.  Evidently, too, he hos
done this with & motive disinterested, purged from all per-
sonal gims, and inducing the entire consecration of his ener-
gies to the work of relieving, nourishing, and cheering the
whole fellowship and body of Christ.  As the Roman crator
eonsilted for the republic’s safety, he has been anxious Jest
the nobler commonwealth should receive harm.

Otherwise, though by noeessity of conviction or natore T
mway be congtrained to speak, T have no regret, but only re-
jolcing, in the masterly performance of his undertaken task,
Great good to the denomination of which he is & member, and
to the church at large, must reault from the earneat debate he
has had the ability to wove. NWot from stir, but from sleep,
ia our spiritual danger; and New-England men, therefore,
will thank for his work's sake the New-England's son now
their New-York missionary brother. Quite unimportant to
him is such open commendation or recognition. He will
eare for the truth oaly, and welcome from friend or stranger
whatever least sigm of its direet ehining or faint-reflected
light, Yetis it of consequence to all persons in delicate
bonds of relationship, &0 far aa they may, to keep the public
apprehension in conformity with private esteem. Let this
excuse references such as it ia no wont of mine to make.
May He, whose being is the link of all our unions, lend us
tnto his perfect truth and love!

L

C. A. BARTOL.









TO THE CHURCH. T

church or another, of the church in part or
altogether, over the soul of man, does not exist.
The church anywhere, local or universal, is but
a creation and agent of the Spirit, useful only so
tar as the Bpirit is in it represented and cbeyed,
accountable to the Bpirit for its shortcomings
and misdemeanors. So the writer in the Reve-
lation indicts it at Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos,
Thyutira, fardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, for
actual sins and declensions ; noting scarce a sin-
gle branch of it clean of spot, and none without
fearful danger. What a dread list is made out
of eing, — of idolatry, impurity, moral debility,
vanity, lying, lukewarmness, and failing love ;
yes, in the chosen synagogues of the Lord!
This fact, that the church itself ie corruptible,
and lizble to err, a8 universal history and expe-
risnce indeed prove, blows all to pisces its pre-
tence of supreme authority as to truth, duty, or
deatiny. Whenee, indeed, comes ite right to
stand between the soul and God? Where, in
any Romish, English, Episcopal, Congregational,
Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, or
Calvinistic establishment, does any perfect pu-
rity or wisdom show the warrent of its bunainesa



