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CHAFPTER 1
STARTING FOER THE FIELD

“R. AR brole oul helween the United States and Spain
/ on April 21, 1838. A weel or ten days later T waz
asked by the editors of the “Outlook ™ of New York to go to
Cuha with Miss Clara Barton, on the Red Cross steamer
Stafe of Teras, and report the war and the work of the Red
Cross for that periodical. After a hasiv conference with
the edilorial and business staffe of the paper I was to repre-
zent, I accepted the proposition, and on May & left Wash-
ingrlon for Key West, where the Sfole of Tercas was awaiting
orders from the Navy Departmenl. The army of invasion,
under command of General Shafter, was then assembling at
Tampa, and it was expected that a hostile movement to
some point on the Cuban eosst would be made belore the
end of the menth.

I reached Tampa on the evening of Friday, May 8. The
Pullman cars of the Florida express, at that time, ran through
the city of Tampa and across the river into the spacicus
grounds of the beautiful Tampa Bay Hotel, which, after

closing for the regular winter season, had been compelled to
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