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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

I am very glad that the Cobden Club is reissuing, in
a popular shape, an English translation of DBastiat’s
Sophismes Economigues. The cardinal doctrines of Free
Trade have never heen more cogently presented or maore
brilliantly illustrated. The Sophisms, which Bastiat so
ruthiessly exposed, will always have a certain vogue so
long as there are people who think confusedly. It is the
fashion in some quarters now-a-days-—a very convenicnt
fashion—to treat the economics of the Cobdenite cra as
obsolete. There is no writer or thinker of that time
whose reasoning and conclusions are less dependent upon
local and transient conditions than are those of [Bastiat,
The Economic Sophisms are no more out of date than
the Wealth of Nalions.
H. H. ASQUITH.
Mav, 190g.



THE opening paragraphs of Chapter XII. and the con-
cluding chapter of the first series of the Sophisms, and
Chapters 1., TL, XI., and XII1. of the second series, not
being directly relevant to the subject of Protection, have
not been included in this reprint of Dr. Stirling’s trans-
lation of the Sophismes Economiques.

A few slight alterations have been made; and the
notes in square brackets have been added. The remain-
ing notes, except where otherwise stated, are those of

the author.



CONTENTS

FIEKEST SERIES
CHAPTER
IXTRODUCTION A : 4 L =

I. ARUNDANCT—SCARCITY .

II. OpstacLe—CAUSE | . z : F .

ITI. Errorl—RESULY .

IV. To Eguarise THE Coxvrrioxs o ProbucTion &
V. Our Probucts ARE BURDENED WiTH TAXES .

VI. Barakce oF TRADE . . 5 . . F

VII. PETiTiON OF THE MANUFACTURERS OF CANDLES, Wax-
LicHTs, Lames, CANDLESTICKS, STREET LAMPps,
SNUFFERS, LEXTINGUISHERS, AND OF THE PRrRO-
DUCERS or OIL, Tarrow, ILESIN, ALCOUOL, AND,
GENLRALILY, OF EVERYTIING CONNECTED WITH
Licanixc ; : : 4 :

VIII. DiFFERENTIAL DUTIES
IX. Immense DiscoveEry . 3 4 - = 3
X. RecirrociTY
Xl Nomixar Prices
XII. Does ProTecTion Ratse 1HE Rate or Waces?
XIL Titcory—PRACTICE
XIV. CoxFLICT OF PRINCIPLES

XV. HeciprocITy AcAlN . i
XVI QnsTaucTED NavicaTios PLeaniye ror 1ie Pro-
HIBITIONISTS .
XVII. A Netative Hamwway . n

XVIIL. Tuert ArReE No ApsoLuTeE PRIKCIPLES

PAGH

=&

72
76
81
85

3

0h

99
101

103



wii

CONTENTS

CHAPTER

NIX,
XX,
HAXL
KRIL.

II.
II1.
IV.

VI.
VII.
VIIL.
IX.

Xl
XIIL
XIII.

WNarionaL INDEPENDENCE -

Humaxy Lapour—INaTioNal Lamour . .
Raw MATERIALS

METAPHGRS P .

SECOND SERIES

. Tue Two HAaTCHETS . 2

Lower CouNciL oF LABOUR .
DEARNESS—CHEAPNESS |
To ARTISANS AND WoREMEN

. A CHINESE STORY =

Post Hoc, Erco ProPTER Hoc . . .
Tue Paosium THEFT

The TANGATHERER 5 ; . .
Frorecrion ; or, THE THRED CITY ALDERMEN
SoMETHING LLSE . -

THE LITTLE ARSENAL oF THE FREE-TRADER .
Tue Ricuot Haxp anD THE LEFT | i

DoaixaTION BY LANOUR

PAGE
107
110
116
127

13z
136

151
161
166
169
178
185

200
216
224



FALLACIES OF PROTECTION

(Soplismes Economigues)

FIRST SERIES'
INTRODUCTION

My design in this little volume is to refute some of the
arguments which are urged against the Freedom of Trade.

[ do not propose to engage in a contest with the protec-
tionists ; but rather to instil a principle into the minds of
those who hesitate because they sincerely doubt.

I am not one of those who say that Protection is founded
on men's interests. 1 am of opinion rather that it is
founded on errors, or, if vou will, upon incomplete truths.
Too many people fear liberty, to permit us to conclude
that their apprehensions are not sincerely felt.

It is perhaps aiming too high, but my wish is, | confess,
that this little work should become, as it were, the Manual
of those whose business it is to pronounce between the
two principles. Where men have not been long aceus-
tomed and familiarised to the doctrine of liberty, the
fallacies of protection, in une shape or another, are con-
stantly coming bhack upon them. In order to disabuse
them of such errors when they recur, a long process ol
analysis becomes necessary ; and evervone has not the time
required for such a process—legislators less than others
This is my reason for endeavouring to present the analysis
and its results cut and dry.

¥ The first serics of the Saphiinmes Economigues appeared in the end

of 1845; the second series in B4R, —FuEnci Eiiok,
]



