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TESTIMONY
oF

HADDONFIELD MONTHLY MEETING
CONCERNING OUR BELOVED FRIEND

RICHARD JORDAN,

DECEARED,

IT appears from memorsndums which he has left,
that his parents, Joseph and Fatience Jordan, were
members of our religious society. His father being much
from home on business, and his mother dying whilst be
was quite young, his education was so far neglected,
that he was but a few times at a religions mecting of
Friends, until he was twelve years old. But the watch-
ful care and unspeakable mercy of the Lord, was miani-
fested in the tendering visitations of his holy spirit, ex-
citing awful impressions on his mind respeciing a future
state, and raising at times fervent desires afler an inhe-
ritance among the spints of the sanctified in beaven,
when time to him should be no longer. Bul not keep-
ing close to this religious exercise, the tendering sense
of divine goodness became much effaced, his mind alien-
ated from the source of all true comfort, and his feet
with avidity were tracing the paths of temptation and
lying vanities, In this condition it pleased the Shep-
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herd of lsrael renewedly to bring him under a deep
sense of judgment and condemnation for sin; and as
he patiently and humbly abode under this refining bap-
tism, though at times tempted to give up all hope of
ever attaining to a state of acceptance and peace, he
was, Lhrough great mercy, enabled to surrender himsel§
inte the hands of his allsufficient Redeemer, and
brought into a living and heartfelt experience of recon-
ciliztion to God, through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Being marned and setiled in North Carolina, and
having passed through many deep and various baptisms,
with an awful impression that he was called to the min-
istry, and at times a sensible feeling of the divine hand
puiting im forth therein, which he strove to avoid ; he
was, in the twenty-fifth year of his age, enabled to re-
sign himself to the disposal of the blessed Head of the
church, and strengthened to express a few words ina
small meeting of Friends, which yielded indescribable
peace to his hitherto oppressed and afficted sonl. His
appearances in the ministry were for a long time small,
and not frequent, his mind being covered with a fear
and dread lest he zhould shoot out nto branches,
and not truly know an establishment in the root of im-
mortal life,. He kept much at home, except attending
his own yearly meeting, end some neighbouring meet-
ings in Virginia, and also travelling on foot in religions
visits to some places in North Carolina, Being faithful
in the little, his qualification for farther services became
cnlarged, and feeling a religious concern to visit the
meetinga of friends in the northern and eastern states,
he opened the same to his friends, and in the third
month, 1797, obtained certificates of their unity, from
the monthly and quarterly meetings of which he was &
member. - His visit to those parts was attended with
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the savour of divine life, and as a messenger of Christ his
fervent labours in the ministry were made effectual to
the quickening of many minds, and to the real edifica-
tion of the church. Some time after his return from
this journey, his mind being often greatly reduced and
humbled, a prospect of extensive religious service in
foreign parts was weightily spread before him, which,
through holy help, he was enabled to give up to; and
in the second month, 1800, after receiving the requisite
certificates, he left his residence with a humbling sense
of the Lord’s hand upon him ; and soon after, embark-
ed at New York in a vessel bound for England. Being
strengthened to complete his visit with much accept-
ance and in the onity of his friends, to most of the
meetings in Great Britain and Ireland, and also to seve-
ral parts of the continent of Europe, where he experi-
enced many remarkable prescrvations, and slgnal inter-
positions of Divine Frovidence, he returned to America
in the tenth month, 1802, Afler the lapse of several
months, believing himself called upon to reside some
time in Connecticat, he removed with his family to
Hartford, in that state, in the year 1804, Whilst an in-
habitant there, he paid several religious visita to distant
meetings ; and in 1809, being satisfied that it would be
right for him to leave those parts, and again change his
residence, he spread the same before his friends, who
after due deliberation, signified their unity with his pros-
pect, and he accordingly came and settled within the
limits of this monthly meeting. His time for several
years was much occopied in attending to the services
of our religious society, and in performing some religi-
ous vizite, In the management of his temporal affairs,
he was remarkably cautious of entering into engage-
ments or contracting debls, l;st through any unforeseen
A



occurronce, an honourable and punctual discharge of
them might be improperly delayed ar prevented, and a
blemish be thereby brought upon the cause of Truth,
which to him was more precious than sny earthly pos-
session : this guarded circumapection was so atrictly
maintained, that, making his wants few, be rarely had
any unsettled accoants on hand,

Being devoted to the service of his heavenly Master,
he was made an able minister of the gospel ; and though
at times, in the beginning of his communications, he
night seem to the superficial chserver, to move on in
weakness, yet to the troly gathered spirits he was felt
to be exercised in watchful care not to proceed faster
or further, than as the great Shepherd of the sheep was

pleazed to lead along, in the openings of the divine gift.

His reverent humble waiting, and deep exercise of spi-
rit, in his silent sitting in our meetings, was ioetrucive
and at times had a reaching effect upon the minds of
those around him ; and when put forth to speak to (he
people, it was not with enticing wordg-of men’s wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power; bap-
tizing the audience, and clearly opening fo individualks
their states and conditions, showing withindubitable cer-
tainty, that the pathway of peace and salvalion was
throagh the effectual operation of the Cross of eur
Lord Jesus Christ.

In the third month, 1825, he met with a close trial in
the death of his heloved wife, which he bore with ex-
emplary resignation. '

in the eighth month, 1826, returning from a vt to
Salem quarterly meetiog, held at"'Woodbury, and con-
versing with a friend in allusion to a visit he had lately
made to Friends in Philadelphia, he expressed the great
peace and satisfaction he felt in recurring to it, and em-
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phatically said that it would be kis lasi visst ; and ap-
peared settled in the conviction that the bappy period
of his release from the trials of lime was near at hand,
In a few days after this, be was laken unwell; and in
this his last illgess, which continued about two months,
he had much conversation with several of his dear and
intimate friends, upon the present state of our religious
society, eappestly declaring as his belief, that all those
who were led by the spirit of truth, would feel them-

selves constrained to acknowledge all that is recorded
in the holy scriplures, concerning the coming, the saf-
ferings, and offices of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, as he appeared in the flesh at Jerusalem. He
severzl imes declared as his firm conviction at that aw-
ful perind, that however painful the present state of
things was to the sincere followers of the Lamb, yet he
fally believed it would be made the means of purifying
the Seciety of much of its dross, and that such as staod
faithful in their allegianee to Christ, would be deepen-
ed by it in the life of religion. He had seen (be said)
that the Lord would take the cause into his own hand,
and none should be able to hinder him : that those of
this society, who had been highly favoured, but who
bad turned their hacks and forsaken Him, would be cast
out, and others brought in, who wounld stand for the
honour of bia great game, sod for bis cause in the earth.
Ou the 16th of the ninth month, & friend calling to see
him, he intimated that he thoughi his recovery very
donbtiul, conaidering his age, and the great prostration
ol his strength ; but he several limes remarked, that
he had no will but the Lord’s will. He expressed with

mach feeling and deep sorrow, his concern for those,
who, by giving way to theircreaturely wisdom and car-
nzl reasoning, bave departed from the Christian faith.



