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PREFACEL.

HE following plain Difcourfes are

fent abroad into the world merely in
compliance with the Injunétions of the
Founder of that annual Lecture at which
they were preached. With regard to the
manner in which the Author of them hath
difcharged the truft delegated to his care, He
can only fay, that with more leifure and
fewer avocations, his work might probably
have been lefs faulty and better finifhed.
But he hopes the nature of his fubject is
fuch and fo important, as may atone for
fome defeéts in the execution ; and that
the obligation of their publication will be
a {uflicient apology for it.

Many attacks have been made of late,
not only on fome of the leading Articles of
Chriftianity, but even on the general plan
and defign of it: And thefc have been in-
deed the more dangerous, from the artful-
nefs of the mode, and from the varicty and

{peciouf-
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fpecioufnefs of the colouring in which they
have been delivered. Againft writers of
this ftamp are thefe Difcourfes chiefly le-
velled ; and perhaps there is no better me-
thod of confuting them, than by {tating
the truth in its genuine and feriptural light,
and giving the general arguments that fair
arrangement which may be neceffary for
thofe, who either cannot, or will not, exa-
mine and fearch diligently the whole Book
of God.

The grand point which the Author has
principally attempted to illuftrate, is that
well known but too much negleéted truth,
that Tefus Chriff is the Saviour of the
World, and the Redeemer of Mankind.
This fundamental dotrine is firft proved
by the ancient Scriptures, or the argument
from FProphecy ; an argument, which, in
1ts full fcopf: and completion, is irrefiftible,
and muft convince every candid and impar-
tial mind : But in order to induce men to
Judge for themfelves what is right, and to
fcarch the Scriptures, whether the grand

doctrines of the Chriftian Faith are con-
tained
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tained therein, he has endeavoured to re-
commend the knowledge and ftudy of them
by fome very powerful and perfuafive mo-
tives, He has in the next place confidered
the f{uperior defireable nature of the true
knowledge of God and Chrift, and the
comparative e¢xcellencies of the Chrif-
tian difcoveries over the greateft efforts of
unaflifted Reafon, and even the earlier Re-
velations of God himfelf under the Mofai-
cal ceconomy. Thefe, as {fo many prepa-
ratory {teps, tended to introduce the per-
fon and character of Tefus the Son of God,
whofe offices and high commiffion he hath
explained, and fhewed him to be every
way qualified for the very important errand
on which he was fent; a Light to lighten
the Gentiles, that all flefh thould fee, and
partake of the Salvation of God.

Thus was God reconciling the world
unto himfelf: This was his gratuitous
overture of Love and Mercy. It next be-
hoves us to reflet, what part or fhare be-
lengs to us, to render this fo great Salva-
tion effeGtual. This idea hath given occa-
fion to an examination into the honour and



