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PREFACE.

Tre present work is an humble but earnest endea-
vour to free the history of Mohammed from false
accusations and illiberal imputations, snd to vin-
dicate his just claim to be regarded as ome of the
greatest benefuators of mankind.

The writers who, misguided by a blind zeal, have
thus assailed the fair fame of the Restorer of the
Worship of the Uwiry, bave not only shown them-
gelves to be wholly uninfluenced by the spirit of that
charity so strongly and emphatically inculcated by the
Saviour himself, but have also erred in judgment, for
the least reflection would have convinced them that
it is not from a Clristien and modern stend-point that
the Prophet and his doctrines ought te be examined
nud eriticised, but from an Ilastern one; in other
words, Molimmmed should be contemplated and judged
na n religious reformer and legislator living in Arabia
in the seventh century after Christ, and he must then,
most undoubtedly, be acknowledged as the very
greatost man whoimn Asia can claim as her son, if not,
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one of the rarest and most teanscendent geniuses tho
world itself ever produced.

If we coysidgr what the Arabs were before Moham-
med's appearance and what they became after it—if
we reflect, moreover, upoﬁ the enthusinsm kindled
and kept alive by his doctrine in the breasts of more
than one hundred and sixty millions of the human
race—we cannot but feel that to withhold our admira-
tion from so extraordinary and eo great a man would
be the most flagrant injustice, and that to attribute
his advent to mere blind chance would be to doult
the over-ruling power of Divine Providence,

In conclusion, the anthor would state that, in a few
instances, when diffident of his own powers to do
ample justice to so interesting and important a sub-
ject, he has availed himself of the ideas and language
of other wrilers, an aid which he takes the prescnt
opportunity of candidly and gratefully acknowledging.

14, (rove Tervace, St Jokn's Waod, London, N.W,
Anguat, 1869,
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LIFE OF MOHAMMED.






LIFE OF MOHAMMED.

CHAPTER 1.

Authentic charnotor of Mohammed's life—Condition of Arabia at his birth
—Religion of the Azabe—Correptions of the Jewish and Christian reli-
glons=~Exact date of Mohammed's birth uncertain—That of fesus Christ
atill more so ~Mohammed's descent from Ishmsael—The Kaaba and the
Black Btone—Durckhardt quoled—Civcumeision wnnecessary in Mohmm-
meil's ease; why—The bwelve prepuces of Jewas Christ (note)}—Denth of
Mohnmmed's mother—FHin filiol piety —Mohammed's gratitnda to his
Toal He panics his unclo in his commercinl expeditions—
Adsenture in the Desort--Marries Ehadijah, the rich widow—Two
descriptions of his perssnsl appearanss—Interval in hin life similar to
the cne in that of Jesus Christ—Mobammed's melancholy and contem-
plative disposition—Apparition of the Angel Gabriel 40 him—Ts declsrad
God's apostle—Notica of celebmated vimionariea (note}—Mohammed’s
firat convarts—Fallure—A miracls demanded and rofused—Grotis's
plons falselood—Ali, Mohsmmed's Vizier—Mohammed's publiec preach-
ing—0Omar's conversion—Mohammed and his disciples persecuted—The
first Hegira or flight—Protection afforded by the Nejashes of Abyesinia,

Ir may be traly affirmed that of all known legielators and
conquerors, not one can be named, the history of whose
life has been written with greater suthenticity and fuller
detail, than that of Mohammed. Tn fact, strip his biography
of tho prodigios which Asistic writars have ever affscted,
and what remains may confidently defy inoredulity itseif.
At the period of Mohammed’s birth & great part of
Arabin was under a foreign yoke ; all the northern portion
of Arabia Petrea, as well s Syria, Palestine, and Egypt,
was under the sway of the Emperors of Constantinople,
B
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The shoren of the Peraian Gulf, the countries watered by the
Tigris and the Huphrates, and the southern provinces of the
Peninsuls, acknowledged the supremacy of the Chosroes of
Persin. A portion of the comsts of the Red Sea to the
south of Mecca waa subject to the Christinn kings of
Abyeeinin, Mecea and tho all but inaccessible countries
of the interior had preserved their independsnce. The
political state of the country necessarily determined, to a
great extent, the religions belief of the inhabitants. Thus,
where the Gresk and Abyssinian suthority prevailed, there
Christianity had the sscendancy ; the doctrines of the Magi
and that of the Manicheans, both of which recognised two
entagonistic principles, were predominant in the Porsisn
provinces, while everywhere else idolatry held unbounded
gway, In the firat ages the Arabs had adored one gupreme
God {Allah Taala) creator of the heavens and the earth, but
subsequently, had abandoned that worship and raised temples
for the adoration of demons, sons of God, who, residing in
the planets and fixed stars, governed the earth, These
Goda were not univoreally adored thronghout the country ;
cach tribe, each family had ita particular divinities, its
Lares, in fact, in honour of which even human victims were
immolated. The Arabs believed neither in & future state
nor in the creation of the world, but attributed the formation
of the universe tc mnature, and ite foture destruction to
time. Debsuchery snd robbery everywhere prevailed,
and gince death was regarded ns the end, strietly so
oelled, of existence, so waa there neither rcecomponse for
virtue nor punishmont for vice, A like moral and roligions
corruption was to be found among the Christians and the
Jows who, for ages, had estahlished themselves in the Ara.
bisn Peninsula, and had there formed very pewerfal porties,
The Jews had come to seek in that land of liberty an asylum
from the persecution of the Romans: the Christians had
also fled thither in order to cscape the massacres occasioned



