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SPEECH OF HON. A. H STEPHENSE,

DELIVERKED X YTHE HWALL OF TIHE DOOTSE OF LREMEEZERTATIVES
GF ORGERIA, Kov, 14, T80

Fervow-Crrzess: 1 appear before you to-night
at the reguest of members of the Legislature and
others to speak of matters of the decpest intorest
that can possibly concern us all of an earthly ehar-
acter. There iz nothing—no gquestion or subject
connected with this life—that concerns a free people
s0 intimately as that of the Government under which
they live. 'We are now, indeed, surronnded by evils.
Never since I entered upon the public stage has the
country been eo envivoned with difficolties and dan-
gers that threatened the public peace and the very
existence of society a3 mow. I do mot mow appear



