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PREFACE.

THE present work was undertaken chiefly by the advice of
Dr. BUDGE, Acting Assistant-Keeper of the Department of
Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities of the Brtish Museum.

Very little connected, or  what might properly be
termed seientific work, has hitherto been done in this line
of research. DPATER STRASSMAIER in his Aplabetisches
Verseichuiss der dssprischen wnd Abbadischen Wirter, elc,
has given exiracts of a great many letters, but he has
published very fow complete texts. A number of these
texts has appeared in the Cuweifersme  Duscriplions  of
[Festern Adste and in the Frews, Soc, bl Aseh and
Proc. Sec. Bebl Avel, edited chiefly by Mr PINCHES
Mr 5. A. SairH has published about seventy-five in his
Kedlschrifttoxte dsurbandpals (1887) and in his Assprion
Letters  from e Ropal Library at Niwcoel [1888)
FriepricH DELITZSCH has reproduced a few in frans-
literation in his Asgpeisches Wisterbueh and in Beitrige
sur Assyriofogie. The texts presented by SMITH and by
DELITZECH have been carefully copied. 1 have found
few readings requiring correction, and I, herewith, cxpress
my indebtedness to both of them., To PATER STRASSMALER
both for his published texts, and {or numerous valuable
suggestions, orally communicated, touching several letters
contained in this first Tart, I wish to make hearty
ackonowledoment.
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In SurTi's and DELITZSCH'S publications there is no
principle of arrangement.  Moreover, they have, for the
most part, confined themselves to exhibited and extremely
casy texts.  In part explanation of this lack of arrange-
ment, it must be said that it was almost impossible to
attempt any complete work prior to the publication of
Dr. BeEzoL's Catalogne of the Cuneiforne Tabicts O the
Kagprengil Collection of the British Afusensn (Vols. Land 1)
This Catalegue has opened a new opportunity for work in
all departments of Assyriological research, [ am under the
greatest obligations to D BEzoLD for his Cadadegne, which
I have uwsed [freely, and without which 1 could neot have
undertaken the present work,

[t is my purpose (1) to poblish all the letters in the
K. Collection in which the name of the scribe is to be
found ; (2) the best preserved and most important of those
without signatures; and (3) a transliteration and ecither a
tentative translation or a ssere’ of the contents (after the
plan of Drs. BrzoLn and Bupcr in theie Tl oo
Tadifets o e Hrditish Muscin) together with a glossary,
The texts alone will occupy three or four voelumes, and the
transliteration, translation and glossary at least two more,
In other words, myv purpose is to give a Corgns Epistolaram
of the A Calfectron.  The plan of publication in this, as
also in the forthcoming volumes, is to collect and arrange
the letters according to the names of the seribes. [ regard
this as the only scientific method.  Material for the ex-
planation of the vocabulary and grammatical peculiaritics
can be obtained in this way better than in any other, o g,
compareg in point ol vocabulary and style the sixteen
letters of Ramman-sum-usur placed at the beginning of
this Part,

It has been my aim to publish all the letters in the
K. Collection —up to §co0— belonging to the scribes
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selected for this Part.  Two or three which were doubtful
have been omitted purposcly.  If others have been omitted
they will be inserted in another Part.  This plan necees-
sitates the publishing of all texts.  Some are very badly
broken, and have been inserted only for the sake of
completeness.  Restorations have not been attempted, as
they more naturally fall within the province of the com-
mentary, in which I hope to add many textual notes
The head-lines are the most common readings of the
names of the scribes found in the letters over which they
stand.

In conclusion, I express my thanks to the authorities of
the British Museum, and particularly te Dr. BUDGE, Acting
Assistant-Keeper of the Department, for the ready assistance
granted me, which in many ways has lacilitated my worle

I wish especially to acknowledge my great indebtedness
to Mr. Toeo, G PiNcaes for his kindness in collating,
with my copies, about three-fourths of the inscriptions
published in this volume, [ have received from him many
valuable suggestions and corrections which have materially
agided me in the study of these texts,

RoBERT Fraxcils HARPER,

Loxpox, 3, Urrex BEDFORD PLACE,
Aiwgusd 20, 18g2,
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