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Tllr'_ perind covered by the conceal bools of the Pentateuch is, in

nuany respects, the most inportant o Od Testament histary,
not ouly =0 far as regards Tseacl, but the Church at all times.
{ipening with centunes of silence and seeming Thvine r-ﬂTgET'FLL.ITH‘.HE
during the boudage of Tovpd, the pride and power of Pharach are
suddenly broken by a series of mirecles, colminating m the deliver-
ance of Tsracl and the destewelion of Epypt’: Lost, T that Paschal
might and onder the hload-spankling, lavacl as a0 nation is born of
Tind, and the redeened people ane chen ted forth o be conseorated at
the Mounl By otdinances, laws, and jadenwents,  Froaly, we are
shown e mannet i which feliavall deals wich Iis people, Both in
Judprnent and in mcrcy, il ad thie lasl He salely Loogs hem to the
promized inkeritance. Fooall s we see nol saly the history of the
ancient peaple of God, hut also o grand type of the recomption ad
the sapgrificarion of the Church, Thove 15 yet anorher aspeot of o,
simce this narrative exhabits the foundation of the Church in the
Covenant of God, and also che principles of Jehovah's government
for all timve,  For, however goeat the difference in the development,
the essence and eharacter of the covenant of prace are over fle
same.  The Old and New Testmments are essentially one—pat two
covenants ot one, gradoally unfolding inee full perfectness, # Jesns
Christ Mimself being the chief corner stone” of the foundution
which s alike that oi the apostles and propluts?
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mrportance of this history. It has, especially of late, heen so
boldly misrepresented, and so frequently misunderstood, or else it is
so often cursorily read —neither to vnderstanding nor yet to profit—
that it seemed desicable to submit it anew to special investigation,
lollowing the sacred narrative consecutively from Chapter to
Chapter, and almost from Section ta Scction.  In so doing, 1 have
endeavoured to make careful stndy of the onpginal toxt, with the
help of the best critical apphances. Bo far as | am conscious,
I have not passed by any real difficulty, nor yet left unhecded
any question that had a reasonalle claim to be answered. 1 this
implied a more detailed treacemt, T hope it may also, with God’s
hlessing, render the valume meee pernanently vseful.  Turcher, it
has heen my at, by the aid of kindred studies, to shed additional
Light upon the narrative, so as to reader it vivid and pictorial, en-
abling readers to rvealise for (hewselves (he clrcunstances under
which am event tool place,  Thus 1 have o the first two chapters
soanght o read the history of Israel in Egvpl by the Lald of s
monuments, and alsoe o poreray the polilical, social, and religious
state of the people ptior to the Fxodus  Siuualarly, when [ollowing
the wanderings of [sradd up to the easiern bank of the Jordan, [
have availed myscif of the best eeent geographical fnvestigations,
that so e reader nvight, as it were, & before Bim the rowre
followed by [sracl, the scenery, and 211 othey accessorics.

It need scarcely be sadd, that im stdying this navrative #e
mper frible should alteaps be ad fasd. Dot 1T may remind my-
cedf and others, that the only real underscandimer of anv portion
of Holy Scripture 13 that conveyed to the beart Ly the Spine of God,
Andl, indeed, throughout, my great alject s been, not 1o supersede
the constant and prayerful use of the Tibde itself, but rather to lead
to those Scriptures, which alone “are able o make wise unto

sabvation throwsh fith which is in Chiist Jesos”
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