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PREFACE.

Tae following pages have afforded occupation for many
hours, which might else have been wasted in idle amuse-
ments, or embittered by still idler regrets at the destiny
which carricd the writer to a region so little seductive as
Africa, and kept him there so long. He now offers them
to the public, after wome labor bestowed in correction and
amendment, but retaining their original form, that of a daily
Journal, which better muited his lack of literary practice
and constructive skill, and was in fitter keeping with the
humble pretensions of the work, then a re-arrangement on
artistic principles, At various points of the narrative,
however, he has introduced ohservationa or disquisitions
from two or three common-place books, which he kept
simultaneously with the Journal; and thus, in a few in-
stances, remarks are inserted as having been made early in
the cruise, while, in reality, they were perhaps the ultimate
result of his reflection and judgment upon the topics dis-
cusged.

If, in any portion of the bock, the auther may hope to
engage the attention of the publie, it will probably be in
those pages which treat of Liberia. The value of his evi-
dence, as to the condition and prospects of that colony,
must depend, not upon any singular acuteness of observa-
tion or depth of reflection, but upon his freedom from par-
tizan bias, and his consequent ability to perceive a certain
degree of truth, and inclination to express it frankly. A
porthern man, but not unaequainted with the slave institu-
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tions of our own and other countries—neither an Aboli-
tionist mor a Colonizationist—without prejudice, as without
prepossession—he felt himeelf thus far qualified to examine
the great enterprise which he beheld in progress. He en-
joyed, moreover, the advantage of comparing Liberia, as
he now saw it, with a personal observation of its condition
three years before, and could therefore mark its onward or
retreating footsteps, and the better judge what was perma-
nent, and what merely temporary or accidental With
these qualifications, he may at least hope 1o have spoken so
" much of truth as entirely to gratify neither the friends nor
enemieg of this interesting volony.

The Weat Coaat of Africa is & fresher field for the serib-
bling tourist, than most other paris of the world, Few
vigit it, unless driven by stern necessity ; and still fewer are
disposed to strugglo against the enervating influence of the
climate, and keep up even so much of intellectual activity
as may suffice to fill o diurnal page of Journal or Common-
place Book. In his descriptions of the scttlements of the
various oations of Furope, along that coast, and of the
native tribes, and their trade and intercourse with the
whites, the writer indulges thz idea that he may add a
trifle to the gemeral information of the public. He puts
forth his work, however, with no higher claims than as a
collection of desultory sketches, in which he felt himself
nowise bound to tell all that it might be desiroble to know,
but only to be accurate in what he does teil, On such
terme, there is perhaps no very reprehensible audacity in
undertaking the history of a voyage ; and he smiles to find
himself, so simply and with so little labor, acquiring a title
to be enrclled ameng the suthors of books !

Arau 5, 1846, .
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