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PREFACE.

———

Toe want of a work on Practical Survey-
ing haz been long felt, and is geperally ac-
knowledeged. The numerous publieations on
surveying would ssem to preclude the neces
sity of anyihing new. Bat upon cxamina-
tion we find the wants of the student hava
heen consulted, rather than those of the prac-
tieal man. Tndeed, many of the publicalions
in gencral use appear o have been wrilten
by those who were engaged in the instruction
of youlh, and who were wnacquainted with
the practical part of surveying, excepting
perhaps so far as may have heen requisite
for the information of the classes under their
direction.

I have conversed with many persons who
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have been extensively engaged in land sur-
veying, and I have not in a single instance
met with any one who has not expressed his
ungnalified convielion of the want of a work
adapted to the purposes of the practical
surveyor. Within a few years there have
heen publizhed several works on swrveying :
amongst them may he mentioned that by
John Gummere, & {reatize which eannot bhe
too strongly recommended (o those who wish
to become f(amilisr with thiz suhject; and
had it been ag well adapted to the waenfs of
the pracﬁﬁme&’, as to thuse of the stndent,
no other need have been desived.  Profossor
Davies” “ Elements of Burveying” is an ex-
cellent  performance.  Flint's * Surveying”
also containg much useful practical informa-
tion. Dut ztill there seems to be wanied a
more minute detail of expedients employed
in the field.

With a view to supply this defect, the
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following pages have been written, designed
as @ suitable treatize to be placed in the
hands of those who wish to hecome familiar
with the praelice of surveying., A sgyste-
watic arrangement has not been Tollowed ;
but as my ohject is to supply the wants of
the praclical man, (ihose of the sludent hav-
ing already been supplied by the authors
mentioned,) this will be a watter of minor
mportance.

In submitting the work to the public, it 15
nol pretended to be complete in itsel, but
only introductory to a subject of much im-
portance hitherto ahmest entirely neglected.
IT it prove a useful nuxiliary to those who
are about aszuming the responsible dulies of
practical surveyors, the object of the publica-
tion will have been accomplished.

E. W. BEANS.

Noreisbowa, Moadgormery coundy,
P, June 1833,






