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AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

lH' publishing this new Grammar, designed for the practical
tesching of French in the slementary forms of our lyedes, I
need not justify the second title whick sscomwpanies it ; no apo-
logy is necessary, now, to show the indispensable part played by
history in the everyday teaching of languages, .
“Whatevar be the idiom comsidered, the present use depends
upan the ancient one, and finds its explanation in it alons ; hence
what more natural than to make the history of the language serve
for the explanation of grammatisal roles, by gradually taking
the student back from the present uss to the epoch when thess
rules originated ¥ Begides the advantege of being rational, the
historical method possesses another merit: memory always rataing
more clearly the facts which the inta]loct understands; and the
child will remember grammatical rules so much the better, be-
canse they have been grasped by his mind., Let ue take an in-
stance. We are told that the French plural is slways formed
with the help of the ecomsonant s; why s rather than b or
m? DBecause the Frenoh substantives are derived from the Latin
aceusative; and wheress in Latin the characteristic letter of that
oase was slways s in the plural (rosas, les roses; widos, les nids;
dolores, les douleurs), the absence of the s+ was a mark of the
aingular (rosom, la rose ; niduvm, le nid ; dolorem, la douleur),



