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PREFACE

Tuese lectures were delivered in obedience
to an expressed wish of the Lord Bishop
of London, which T did not foel al liborty
to refuse. They labour under these two
dofocts: first, that they were undertaken
at a very short notice, when it was not
possible to give them the amount of study
which lectures of this character seem to
demand ; and secondly, that they are an
essay In a branch of homiletics to which
the author has not been naturally nor
officially drawn hitherto.

The underlying idea which they try to
develop is this: that just as the spade of
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the excavator i1s a valnable ally to the

student who investigates historical records,
so the spade of experimental inquiry, in
the region of the spiritual life, ought to
yield valnable confirmation of those facts
which Holy Seripture leads us to suppose
exist in our own lives, and in the constitu-
tion of things around us. And that just
as the execavator concentrates his chief at-
tention on places and scenes whoro ancient
life reached its fullest development, so our
inquiry will, in all probability, be most
fruitful if, jnstead of spending time in
investigating the actions of the average
man, we in each case interrogate the
highest formg of spiritual development
within our reach,

I wish to exprese my grateful thanks
to the Rev. J. Storrs, for allowing me to
deliver these lectures in the Church of



