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PREFACE.

It was not the intention of the author to have
submitted to the notice of the Profession, the plan
of treatment to be considered in the following
pages, until it had been put to the test of greater
experience ; but in order to satisfy the inquiries
which have been made, and to guard against any
unfavourable impression ae to its utility, which
might arise from want of proper information on
the subject, he has thought it better to give the
results already obtained, along with such directions
for its employment as have appeared of most im-
purtance.

48, Ruseell Square,
Jamuary, 18354,
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Tuere are various individuals of the family of
plants, known by the name of colchicaceae, which
are used in medicine. They have- been long
acknowledged to be possessed of active properties,
nearly allied to each other; and the chemical
discoveries of later times have explained the simi-
larity which had been observed to exist in their
effects upon the animal economy, in health and
disease, by demonstrating that these depend upon
a peculiar principle common, in some degree, to
all, and which hae been distinguished by the names
of veratrinum, veratrina, veratria, and sabadilline.
This new substance was discovered by M. M. Pel-
letier and Caventou, in the year 1819, in the
seeds of veratrum sabadille * ; and about the same

* Journal de Physique. 1818,
B



2 EXTERNAL APFLICATION

time by Meysner, in Germany. It has hitherto
been obtained culy from veratrum sabadilla, vera-
trum album, and eolchicum owtumnale, but there can
be little doubt of its existence in many other plants
of the same natural order. Until very lately, the
veratria, obtained according to the process em-
ployed by its discoverers, was considered to be a
simple body; but from a memoir recently given on
the subjeet by M. Couerbe,* it appears that it is
in reality composed of three distinet and easily
separable principles, on which he has bestowed the
names, veralrine, sabadilline, and mono-hydrate of
sabadilline. This fact is of considerable import-
ance in the study of the medicinal effects of the
veratria of commerce, as some kinds of it, when
applied externally, are found o be possessed of
properties by no means so active in the removal of
disease as are to be observed in others, although
to the eye they may appear precisely similar; and
this difference may, and in all probability does
arise, unless, as sometimes happens, there he an
admixture of impurities, from the presence or ab-
sence of some one or other of these principles, in
greater or less quantity : it is to be hoped, how-
ever, that the researches concerning its chemical
constitation, which are now in progress, will ere
long enable the practitioner to make use of a
medicine, the nature of which he will be better
acquainted with, and upon the effeets of which he

* Journal de Pharmaeie. Octobre, 1833,






