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J_"j.L general survey of all dramas desling with
Herod and Mariamne hag been given by Landao (Die
Dramen von Herodes und Mariamme.,  Zeitschrift fiir
vergleichende Literaturgeschichte, ed. Koch. Neue
Folge Bd. VII und IX., Woeimar 1505,96), and three
English dramas founded oo the same story, wviz
Massinger’s Duke of Milan (1623), Fenton's Mariamne
(1723), and Stephen Phillips’ Herod (1901} have been
diseussed by W. Grack in hiz ,Studien fiher die dra-
matisehie Behandlung der Geschichte von Herodes
und Mariamne in der cnglischen und deutschen Lite-
ratur.* Konipsboerg 1901, Further a drama by Boyle,
“Herod the Grest” (printed 1604} has been treated
by Siegert in “Roger Boyle, Tarl of Orrery” (Wien
ind Leipzig, 1H06).

(f the dramas by Elizabeth Carew (printed 1613)
and by Markham and Bampson (printed 162Y), very
few copics exist, with the result that they have not
vet been fully examined. Lendaun hes little to say
of the drama by Markham and Sampson, and was
unable to read more than the opening passage of
Mlizabeth Carew’s drama.,  Grack and Siegert wors
unable to obtain copics of these works, These dramas
however deserve consideration, beeause they are the
earliest Fnglish dramas treating the story of Herod
and Mariamne., They are alse partienlarly interesting
beeause of their form. Tt seems to have escaped
everyone’s notice that Elizabeth Carew's drama with
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its Chorus, its Nuntio, its division into five acts, its
observation of the unities, its lack of action, its very
long exposition, its lack of comic scones, ete, is one
of the most, if not the most, regular of all English
Classical dramas,

The writcr in Chambers’ Cyelopaedia of Eng-
lish Literaiuree (Vol, T yu 480) contents himself with
calling it *a long-winded poem™ TLitlle more is found
in the Dictionary of National Biegraphy (Vol. IX
p. G4, where itis ealled “a tedious poem” and in Ward,
Tnglish Dhramatic Literalure (Vol, T p. 15}  Further
there is doubt concerning the auiborship and the date
of composition of the drama.

The drama by Markham and Sampson, on the
other hand has nearly all the characteristies of the
go-called Homantie drama,  This liag not yet heen dis-
cussed (exeept very shortly by Landan), The Die-
tionary of Naetionul Dicgraphy (Vol. 30 pp. 166G/8,
Vol. 50 p. 237 only mentions the work, and gives as
its  souwree Josephus  “Anliquities ol the Jews”
Books 14, 15,

In the following pages both dramas arve dis-
cussed, and their relstion to the other English desmas
dealing with  [he story of Tlerad and Mariamne is
shoewn,  Since these dramas are interesting, 1 intend
to publish the text of them elsewhere.

The Source of the Dramas.

The souree of both dramas is Josephus. Jo-
sephus has left two versions of the story, viz. in his
sJowish  War”, and in his *Jewish Antiquities",
Markham and SBampson state three times that the
source of their drama is Josephus' history., They
state it on their title-page, in the *Printer's Epistle”,
and in the Prologue. IL will be seeu that the “Jewish
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Antigmities” has been prineipally used in the case
af both dramas, though the drama by Markham and
Sampson has borrowed from the *Jewish War”,

A short account of the story of Herod and
Mariamnne according to Josephus las been piven both
by Landau and by Graek,  Bince howoever our dramas
treat, different parts of the story it will be necessary
to give these paris as Josephns relates them, in order
to see how our dramaz wase thiz matter. The tweo
aceounts by Josephms vary in detsil, as far as the
death of Mariomne., After this point however the
narratives becoms more similar,  Ttowill be necessary
therelore to separate the versions to this point and
alterwards we may combine them,

Jawish War

Herod has killed Hyreanus the grand-father
of his wite. Marinmue, snd her brother Aristobulus
in grder to make lus throme seenre, For this reason
Mavimnme  begins to hate TTerod and o insull his
mother and sister. For the sake of revenge Herod's
mother and sister accuse Marfamne of unchastity,
and state tllat she has sent her portrait to Antonins
with  adulterous intent.  Soon after this Herod is
obliged to vizit Antonius, so he leaves Mariammne to
the charge of Josephus his brotherdindaw, whom he
seeretly  orders to kill Mariamne il he should not
return,  He does this becauvse he does not wish
anvone to obtain Mariamne after his death. Josephus
reveals the seeret to Mariamne to prove Herod's love
for her. On Herod's return Mariamne uphbraids Lim.
Herod believes that the fmet that Josephus has
bBetrayed the sceret is a proof that Josephus has
persuaded Mariamme to be false to her hushand
Herod’s sister makes use of this opportunity to
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revenge hersell on Mariamne for the insults whiel
she has suffered at her hands, and accuses her before
Herod who owders both Josephus and Mariamne to
be executed.

Jewish Antiguilics,

Mariamne’s mother Alexandra, and her hrother
Aristobulus in fear of Herod make preparations to
floe to Cleopatra, Enowing that they are watched
they have resort lo a statagem, Thoy have lwo
coffina made with the intendion of making their
escape in theso. Their stratagem is however botrayved
to Herod.  He pardons the offendors and promises
them protection.  As a sign of his favowe he creates
Aristobulus High Priest. After the lapse of a wvear
Herod eauses some servants to drown Arvistobulus
whilst he is badhing, Herod pretends that the death
of Aristobudus iz aceidental, ho pretends 0 mogrn
and arranges a costly funeral for him, Herod however
iz unable to deceive Marismne and Alexandra. The
latter informs Cloopaten of the ovents, snd Cleopatra
persnades Antonius to sunooon Herod to answer for
the death of Avistobubiz,  ITerod goes Yo Antoning
having intrusted his kingdom fo his hrother-in-law
Josephus, with the command to kil Mariamne should
he not return,  Hevod cannot bear to think that
another man may possess his wile, Joscphus reveals
Herod's seeret order to Marlamne to prove Herod's
love to her. On Herod's return Mariamne upbraids
hie Tor his cruelty, Herod suspects that Maviamne
has a guilty infrigue with Josephus, and listens to
Salome's aceusations.  He executes Josephus, im-
prisons Alexandrs, whilst Mariamne falls into disfavour.
Herod now beginsg to [ear his relatives, and there-
fore kills Hyreanus, Mariamne's grandfather.
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In the meantime Antonius has been defested
by Octavianus off Actinm, and has committed suicide.
Herod fears that Octavianus will revenge himself
on the friends of the dead Antonius and so gaos
to meet him, During his absenee he loaves the go-
vernment in the hands of his brother Pheroras. e
gives Mariamne and Alexandra into the charge of
his treasurer Joseph and Soemus, with the command
to kill both women should he nol return. Herod
shews a hold front te Octavianus, defends his
friendship with Antonius, and so pleases Oetavianus
that the latter offors him his fviendship. Socinus,
on receiving presents, betrays Herod's seeret eom-
mand to the two women,  Bariamme reecives Herod
coldly on his return, und Herod graduoally becomes
cool towards her, Mariamne nsnults Tlerod's mother
and sister because of their low hirth, There arizes
a great hatred between her and the king's relatives.
Mariamne now accuses Herod of having killed Hyr-
canus and Aristobulus. Selome bribes a cup-bearer
to bring Herod poison saying that it is a love-potion
frome Marismne. He announces at the same time
that it is & poison. Omn the rack the cup-bearer
confesses thal Mariammne is displeased because Soemus
has told her something. Herod at onee suspects an
intrigiie between Soemmus and Mariamne, and Soemus
iz execeuted, and the Cueen ia condemned to death.
On  hearing the sentence Alexandra, in fear for
herself, begine to acense her deaughter, Mariamne
rofuses to answer the charge, and goes in silence to
death, Josephus says that Mariamne has only one
failing — she has no moderation, and is quarrelsome,

As soon as Mariamne is dead, Herod's love for
her revives. He cannol believe her dead, and be-
comes insane. Alexandra seizes this opportunity
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to attempt to secwre the throne. On Herod's recov-
cry  Alexandra iz exeented.  Hevod's mind still
remains  disturbed, and he ldlle many fiends and
relalives,  Amongst these is Salomwe’s husband Costo-
har. Salome having quareelled with Costobar, gives
him & bill of divoree. To gain Herad's Tavour, she
tells him that her husband has secretly preserved
the sons of Babaz, whom Herod had ordered to b
killeal,  Herod theredors has Costobar and the sons
of Babas cxeounled,

It will be seen thus far lhat the two accounts
differ considerably in detail The versions of ihe
other events which coneorn our dramas, agree well
egnough to make a combined aceount possible.

Before Herod had mareied Mariamne, his wife
wag Doris, by whom he had had a son Antipater,
Marigmne had bormne him two gons Aristobuloe and
Aewander,  Salome and Fhovoras i Tear of Mariam-
ne's somg begin 1o acouse them  Talsely to Herod.
rradually Herod brings his elder zon Astipater into
his favour and Antipatcr bogins also to work secretly
against his half-brothers,  The Emperor Augustus
brings aboul @ reconciliation which s short-lasting,
Antipater eraftily conlrives thal a sevies of treasonable
charges against the yvoung Prinees ashall be brought
before Herod, whilst he himself protends to defend
his half-brothers, The intrigues of Antipater, Balome,
and Pheroras last a considerable period.  There are
endless eomplications, during which Herod is led
to euspect Pheroras and Salome, Herod is  dis-
pleased  with Pheroras hecanse Phororas will not
marry  Herod's daughter, preferring a favourite slave,
Balome wishes to marry a certain Arabian, Syllaeus.
In the meantime a trial of the voung Princes takes
place in their absemece, A mad barber, Tyryphon,



