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TO THE PUBLIC.

It s ot to bo eupposed that this Hille volumoe has finished
the argument of &subject 8o large, and, in former tines, so eotirely
unatlemptad, I it brings the gueglion Lo some fred Tasue, taking
it away from the mere chaneo-working il hes had hithertc, it
will have dono the sorvica proposed. And if the projocted re-
form i# totally different from all other reforms, in the times gone
by, in the fact that it iz A reform sgnioet patoro—pn attompt to
make trompets out of flntes, end sun-Oowers out of vielts, the
discovery can not be difoult, and it will save wa wuch trouhle
if it ia made soon.

I take plessure in acknowledping my obligations to Rov, Mr,
Alger, in hia book om the Friendships of Women, for & good
many historic facts and refersnces thet would otherwise have
cost me much lebor. Alsa, to Bev. George B. Boecon, of Orenge,
New Jersoy, for the history of Womes's Suffrago o that Btate.

I donot propose o continwo this discoasion, bet to abide the
eriticisms Iald vpon me with what of patiscce T am able.



ACENOWLEDGMENT.

For once I will dare to break open one of the
customary seals of silence, by inscribing this
little book to the woman I kmow best and
most thoroughly ; having been overlapped, as
it were, and eurtained in the same consciouns-
ness for the last thirty-six years. If she is
offended that I do it without her consent, I
hope she may get over the offense shortly,
as she has a great many others that were
worse, She has been with me in many weak-
nesses and some storms, giving strength alike
in both; sharp enough to see my fanlts, faithful
enough to expose them, and considerate enough
to do it wisely; shrinking never from loss, or
blame, or shame to be encountered in any
thing right to be done ; adding great and high
instigations—instigations always to good, and
never to evil mistaken for good ; forecasting
always things bravest and best to be done,
and supplying inspirations. enough to have



made a hero, if they had not lacked the timber.
If T have done any thing well, she has been the
more really in it that she did not know it, and
the more willingly also that having her part
in it known has not even ocourred to her;
compelling me thua to honor not less, but
more, the covert glory of the womanly nature ;
even as I obtain a distincter, and more won-
dering apprehengion of the divine meanings,
and moistenings, and countless, anbought min-
istries, it contributes to this otherwise very
dry world.

H B.



