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THE OUTDOOR CHUMS
IN THE FOREST

CHAPTER 1
A QUESTION OF NERVE

“TrATS a likely yarn, Sandy. I tell you I
don’t believe in ghosts.”

“All right. You can say what you like, Bluff
Masters, but Caleb declares he saw it."”

“0h, shucks! He must have been dreaming."”

“Guess you never had any experience with
that sort of things.

“Only once, and that time it turned out to be
a ¢razy man. Since then I've got my opinion
of any fellow who takes stock in ghost stories.”

“Think you're mighty brave just because
you've got that old gun of yours alongp—been
having it at the locksmith’s again, I reckon.
Seems like it's there half the time, getting some
tinkering done. I dare you to go out to Oak
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. Ridge and settle this ghost guestion once for

all, There you are, and it's either take me up,
or back down off that high horse.”

“Wacation’s set in, and my churms don’t seem
to know just where to go. Tell you what, I've
got a good notion to put it up to the crowd
right away.”

“Talk iz cheap, Bluff. TI'll believe it when I
hear of you fellows going. So long,” and the
speaker, a boy who attended the same school in
Centerville that Bluff did, walked down the main
street of the Iittle town that lay on Lake Cama-
lot,

Bluff locked after him for a minute, as though
he might be turning the daring project over in
his mind, Then he fondled the repeating shot-
gun he was carrying, as if he resented the slur
the other had cast upon its good qualities,

*Say, now, perhaps that would be a dandy idea,
all right. Some people take eonsiderable stock
in that blooming old ghost story, and T reckon
it would make & lot of silly ones sleep sounder

‘if we went out and learned that the thing was

only z fake after all. Wonder what the rest of
the boys would say if I proposed it. And Will,
he'd declare he wanted to take a snapshot of
the ghost with his catoera.”

The idea seemed to amuse the boy, for he



