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PREFACE.

Nor many years since, window gardening consiated in
a few desultory attompts at oroamenting the outer
dwelling by placing rows of plants upon the window
sill, At the pressot time, household hortioulturs is an
art ; an art the practice of which has been necessitated
by that desire forthe beautiful which is charasteristic
of human nature,

The more extended the area of towns and cities, the
greater ihe necessity for attempting to replace by
artiticial means a little of that natural loveliness which
disappears so rapidly at the advent of heicks and
morbar ; and the following puges, the result of many
vears practical experisnce, have been written with a
dezire to atill farther popularise the art of home
gardening, by enabling those who have ne surplus
funds te expend on luwuries, nz well ee the rich, to
obtain a window garden that shall be at one and the
pame time an objeet of intarest and en ornament, a
never-failing sslace from the cares of daily life. Gray
has truly said : * Happy are they who ean ereate a rose
or rear a honeysuckle;” but we would say mere: we
would auy, Hoppy are they who can by care and skill
make o plant grow whare all else is barren ; happy are
they who tan indure & fowsr to bloom, however lowly
& weed, whern its natursl grace and besaly—ifor even
weeds are graceful and beantiful—will impart a charm
to surroundinge of depressming dreariness,
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