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PREFACE,.

Tne bllowing Lecturea were delivered in the spring of 1850, They
were mot oviginally weitten out, but delivered orally after heing cave-
fully stadieed, 98 an advocate at the Bar epealos from hia * brief” When,
therefore, I was requested by my congregation—in a spirit which made
my duly plais—io publish them, 1 found mysolf, should T eomply, quite
likely to disappoint any readers who heard them, by at least the loss
they might feel of that more frosh and vivacions manner, which be-
longs to extemporancouws apeech, Much as the old dame folt, whe,
whon asked to sign a request to her Pastor for a copy of a sermon for
the presa: " La!” said she, "8 no wses yon may print the soremon,
bt wou can't peint the foee ™ Amd in trath, *the tone® is of some
importance, even if it be not the best in the world.  The Lectures had
to b writtem oat from ke ddor s the exciloment of o large and earnest
andicnes was gone ; the mattor had been in o considerable degres dia.
migged from my miwd ; and it woz vory el [oe begioning to do over
ponin in cold blood what had been dooe ina glow, I eonfeas, there-
fore, to soree reluctanee ab first to setting about the necessary prepa-
ration for the press.  But circumestaneos comspived to urge me @ circam-
stanges which seemed at onee to ereate and to indicate a freeh domand
in the community, for & re-presentation of the grounds on which a faith,
ta me inestimally procions, reste. My own deep love sl mratitode for
the foith which has been baptized with the name of Unitarianiam ;
my convietion of ile belng the originel and essential falth of the Hew
Testyment and the primitive Choreh, and destined et to recover its
Ligld upon the affections and the allegianee of Christendoem; my per-
sunzion that it i altogether whthout wartant either to denounce or re-
garid a3 infidel that vast majority of onr papulation which is now un-
lagpily dissodated from all the religious Tnstibationa of this nominally
Christian lamd—sinee among the portion of it most indifferent or most
opposad to the orthedox dispensation of the Gozpel, mnny might be
fonnd ready to accopt, coulld thes only he branght o undesstaed, our
more ralbonil sl Seripborel views ; my observation, notwithstaslisg
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the wide-spread and deep-gcated popoler prejudios arainet Unitarinmism,
of the increasing influence of its principles of fnterprotation of the
Horiptures, of s mode of regarding the Beriptures themsolves, and of
it casential and peculine spiit, wpon the genceal tone of roligions
thought and dispussion ; have all urged and helped me on,

Tl wearme, Unitnrinni=m, [ enre litdle for in itzelf] thowgh I like it as
sulficiently apt and distineiive, where and 20 long a8 a distinction mnat
bee made ; and while T seethe tring which it denotes dofng its worls, and
leavening the msas, however unacknowledged or vnobserved even, by
thioze whm it is doing perhsps the most (o 1Hese—yes, doing the work
of orthodoxy, and by degrees winning its prestipe—I am content, By
wemie, I never expected to see it go with a rosh § bot sinee 1 have beon
plide to mote the corveut of rollgions thought, and ezpecinlly sinee the
great controversy moro than thirty years ago, in Ewrope, in {reat
liritain, and a. home, towding to and lavgely resulting fn more lheeal
views and a more lileral spind in the very bosom of (he erthodes
chtrches § to soe how those porvade the best lteratave of the age—
how they are colarging the bounds within which men of diffevent
mamigs anl eects can eo=operate for the troest Christinnizoion of so-
ciofy and the worlil—how they are driving intolorance and bigotry hack
i e shulking-places of more gwormee and sopersiition=T feel sire,
that all that e have been most ready to contend for under that sevme,
was nover more active or mighty, The peactleal recognition of the
great truths, oot merely of Ouwe Qop, Lot of Coe (Fod, the FATITER—
of Oee all-asffickent Saviour, the Faviour of oll, sod not of an * clect”
portion of the race only—of the Holy Spirt of our Father in heaven,
the Comforter ever ready to come ibto the hearts of all who seek ii—
of the brotherhood of man, in which all the great intevests of the pace
are seen fo be insoparaliv one, and p2 soch o be regarded and cared
for by the Church of Chekst more then any or all motters of creed or
belief—these among the foading troths, whicli Unitarianizo bas always
Toedd desr and has alwars faithfully contended for, apart from all meta.
physieal subiletics and vonfusion of tomgues, were never more empbi.
sized than pow In the Christisn consciousness, whatever the loyalty,
profes=ed in any quarter, to symbols and confessions n efeet Dt grow.
g ohaclaie,

The neeessity of the case hag compelled me te & more rigid adber-
enee th purely dogmatic statement anl digenssion, than I eowld have
wishol, Heliovieg, o2 T da, in (Ndattanity se an Anthorieative, e
vesled Befigion, and thet s 500l saffors From comawpdions indwecd by
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fulse glosses nod interpretations of itz Records, 1 am unfeignedly anx-
ions to comimend {t in its simplicity to the serions and devout Inguiver.
Kot that T do not believe, oo the one hand, that a Calvigiat, or a Trin-
ltrun of any stnmp, aod, on the othier, that o Deist, & Naturalist, a
Eationalist, may be a3 good as—perhaps better than—many whe bonst
moat lendly of their Chrsting faith ; but that God, having eeen it to
revieal Lis witl throogh his Son, it i3 my hownden duty, as one to whom
it haz come, sot anly to sce to It that T underatand acdght, aceept, and
ohey that Hevelation, just as it i3y Dut o ope of jts Minlsters, wid
eifiere bo do the same,

If any think soeh Lectures are not neadad, beeause orthodoxy has in
many quarters, or in many respects boen amelioeated, it remaing true that
ever the most beral grthodox bodles or ehurches still rotaln their olil
Ermbols, Cuteelisms, and Confessions of Faith ; nod that by these in by
far the overwhelming majovity of coses, is 0 mon's fithesa to be or be-
vome o member of the Cheistian Chuech, tested, 2o long . such is
the foct, 50 longr must thess diseassions have place,

The words erthedsr nod orthedory, are of cotrse used throughout the
volame, a2 merely designating the popular faith, or the faith professed
by the mujority. I bave also aften introdueed “ concessions of Trin-
itarians”; not, surely, beeanse Trinltadan expesitions o eriticisos po
i themselves of more weight than those of gur ewn houselold of faith,
b becanse they are o the natore of attestations from the oppasite side
of the argument, in overy miven epse, i the strength of our position, s
it #ffciently Kopowe, thet the entive Tailtarlan arpument may be suz-
tained by the * eoncessions” of Trinitorien expositors amd orities, in
peference to every point of Scriprare, und the History of the Churoh ##

It will ot once be zeen, that T plant mwyzell upon the Bible, and eape-
cinlliy the New Teztament of our Lord and Saviour Jozod Cheist, 1
heodd, thot a just inteepretation 3 peeded to bring oot the apivhe from
beoeath the letter. I believe in progress: but in religiows matters,
progress within Christianity, not ouwlsde o bevond it The Gospel s
specially the religion of progress ; has always teen, and will always be
in advance of the highest religions growth of man. To leave it, wonid
bo only religionzly to retrograde. Trogresa® Yea  Butb remember

® Let my remiders conenit that remarkabile vofmpe of John Wik, entithed, * Con-
eittalomt of Trinftnrians,"” published I Encland, 1o 184%: and bls * Uoitarian Price
eipled confirmed by Trinflarian Testimanics,™ 210 vol, of the “ Theobopboal Lilnmrey™
wl b Sserican Tidturkad Assuciation, Duston, 130



