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PREFACE.

Tue following Work, remarkable for its vivid descrip-
tion of the general condition of the people thronghout
Europe ot the period of its publiention, has lest none
of its interest now, when many of our social evils have
been greatly aggravated and extended, althongh some
have been alleviated or removed.  Machinery—which,
in o rightiy constituted society, based upon Chuistian
principles, would prove invariably a blessimg—has, under

the present system, inereased the strugeles and intensity

B
of competition, and depressed, by overwhelming, the
labowr market—prodacing the two extremes of super-

abundanee and destitution.

The title of the work has net been happily ehosen,
implying, as it does, thar the effects desceibed ave the
necessary consequences of civilisation; whereas, they
can be regarded only as the result of an imperfect

state of eivilisation in the progress of society.



ADVERTISEMENT.

T'ne persons who may be disposed to criticise this wouls,
will huve an advantaze, which no doubt will be mnde
use of, Some of the opinicns maintained in it beinge
contrary to the more generally received notioms, it was
necessary to treat the subject in o somewhat elementary
manner, beginning with the more simple matters, and
smch 03 wera less contrary to the common ways of
thinking, and proceeding to others more complex and
more opposite to popular ideas,  On which secount, the
chaptérs in the sdvanced part of the discourse, if
detached from their places ond exposed to view by
themselves, without the preceding facts and rensons
on which they are grounded, may appear paradoxieal
and untrue. The author, therefore, mokes uv=e of the
right lie bas ta put in his caveat ﬂg'-ﬂ":nst that mode of
procesding:,
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