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“ . . one Nation, indivisible, with Liberty and
Justice for all.”

“I do not plead for black mare than I plead for
white education, The South cannot rise unless the
Nepro rises. Nor can the Negro rise unless the white
man 15 educated too. So long as the Negro is down,
the white man will stay down. . . . Eight million
ignorant Negrovs must be an eternal drag on their
white neighbors, and these neighbors, if ignorant,
will not permit the Negro to prosper unless they too
are educated and prosper.”

—Joun Grauay Broors, Ax American Citizen:

The Life of William Eenry Baldwin, Jr.

“I am interested in the Negro because 1 am inter-

ested in Ameriea
—Juros Rosenwaro

“E Pluribus Unam,”
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Introdicction

In 1933, while I was still in Java, the Board of Trustees of
the Julins Rosenwald I'und invited me to come to this country
n order to make a study of Negro life and education, especally
in the Southern states, on the basis of my cxtensive but quite
different experience with education and race relations in the
Orient,

Although Fully realizing the difficultics wvolved m ths
assionment, I gladly accepred the invitation. After being grad-
uated at the University of Leiden as a doctor of Oriental
philology, and after spending vearly eighteen years in the
Dutch East Indies 25 an officer in the Bureau of Native Affairs,
as Assistant Commissioner of Native Affairs, as Director of
the Museum in Batavia, as Prolessor of Social Anthropology
and Soctology at the University of Batavia, and finally as Sec-
retary of Education and Religions Worship for the Dutch East
Indies, I felt that a stay in the United States would be highly
mstructive to me.

Although the problems the Board wished me to study were
entirely foreign to me, since I had never visited the United
States nor had I ever met an American Negro, the Board re-
garded these handicaps as an advantage, as a puarantee of un-
biased opinion.

Betore leaving for the United States I visited the libraries of
the International Labour Office and of the League of Nations

in Geneva, and the Hibhiothéque de Documentation Interna-
vil
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tionale Contemporaine in Paris, in order to get some acquaint-
ance with the subject.

On September 15, 1914, I arrived in New York and at once
proceeded to Chicago, where I spent a few weeks in reading
and adapting myself to the languape, people, manners, and
customs, [t was necessary for me not only to study the Negro
situation, but, in order to understand as fully as possible the
peculiar character of these problems, also to become familiar
with the American background and the American reaction to
bi-racial situations other than Negro-white.

My study was confined to the continental United States.
‘The Hawaian Islands, Amercan Samoa, the Philippine
Islands, Guam, Alaska, the Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico
are excluded from this survey.

The months from October 1634 until May 1935 were em-
ployed in travel and observation. Tspent most of my time in the
aties of New York, Washington, and Boston, and in the states
of Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, Arkansas,
Louisiana, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and California, Visits—
some of them extending over several days—were paid to Bay
St. Louis and Jackson in Mississippi; Tuskegee, Alabama;
Charleston, South Carohina; parts of Arizona; and to Har-
vard and Yale Umversities. Everywhere 1 found the kindest
reception and hospitality. Everyone was eager to give me the
information I wanted and to bring me in touch with those who
were regarded as the best aurhorities on the subject.

On the first of May 1 was back in Chicago, and spent the
period until September writing this report. T have based my
conclusions upon personal observation, upan conversations with
persons intimately connected with the problems studied, and
upon wide reading of autharitative literature in the field in
order to check the accuracy of my impressions and to aveid mis-
takes or misrepresentations. 1 have refrained, however, from
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the use of footnotes referring to the literature: for the scholar
they seem superfluous; for the general reader they are only
tiresome and distracting, The [iterature mentioned at the end
of the book is not an exhaustive bibliography, but is simply
a tesumony of gratitude on my part to those authors te whom
I feel most indebted for the understanding of the problems
which are touched upon in this report.

In concluding this introduction, 1 want to thank the Board
of Trustees of the Julius Rosenwald Fund for the great oppor-
tunity it has given to me and for the independence and free-
dom it has allowed me in forming my impressions and express-
g them,

—B. Scumiskr
Chicago, Nlinois
September 1, 1935



