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PREFACE,

—

So general an interest has been shown in the erection of the
monument to
Epcar ALLaN PoE,

that it has been thought that a small volume as a memorial of the
occasion would not be uuacceptable to admirers of that poet.

It is perhaps not altogether a coincidence that almost at the
same time that the poet's last resting-place was marked by the
marble that commemorates his genius, his good name was slso
cleared from the calummnies that had darkened it for a generation.
In his case justice was slow in coming, but it came at last; and no
one who feels the power of Poe's rare, ethereal and pure genius, or
is touched by his sad fate, need now grieve to think that his grave
is unnoted or his reputation darkened,

To assist in commemerating this double justice, is the object of
this volume,

Thanka are due to the various friends who have helped in the
work: to Mr, J. H. Ineram of London {to whose patient labor
the world is chiefly indebted for the vindication of the poet’s
memory), who modified and adapted for this volume the biogra-
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phical sketch prepared by him for the nternafional Review; to
Col. J. T\ L. Prestox, of Lexington, Virginia, for the interesting
reminiscences of Poe's sohool-boy life; to the distinguished poets
whoee tributes to his memory adorn our pages; to Mr. GEorGE
‘W. CuiLps of Philadelphia for generous assistance; to Mr. Joux
T. Morrs of Baltimore for valusble help and encouragement
from first to last; to Dr. Wi, Haxp BrowsE of Baltimore for
literary aid in the preparation of the work; to Mr. THoMas H.
DavipsoN of Abingdon, Virginla, for permission to copy the
unequalled portrait of Poe in his possession; and to all others
who have given words of approval and enconragement,

B.8.R.
Bavnrisorg, November, 1978,

The annexed certificate from the well-known phatographer, Mr.
Daniel Bendann, confirma the claim we have made for the likeness
of Poe which forms our frontispiece,

* BarriMony, Noe. 10, 1870,
The photograph of Edgar Allan Poe sccompanying this volume
is from the criginal daguerreotype taken at the old Whitehurst
Gallery, Main St., Richmond, (with which establishment I was
myself for some time connected), and is, unquestionably, the most

faithfizl likkeness of him extant.
DANIEL BENDANN"



Epcar ALLAN POE.

3 Biogruphical Shetel.

HERO-WORSHIP is as rampant in the United States as
in any other of the so-called civilised countries; and even
the Chinese custom of ennobling the ancestors, dead and buried
though they may be, of a man who has done anything notable, is
not unknown to the Americans, It is not strange, therefore, to
learn that a gentle lineage has been found for Edgar Allan Poe,
and that the daring deeds and reckless bravery of his ancestry
1
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have been upearthed and re-chronicled, to prove that his virtues
and vices came by right of birth. “Good wine needs no bush,”
and & man needs no cost-of-arms to ratify his right of entering the
Temple of Fame, For our part, we are contented to begin Edgar
Poe’s story with his birth, which ovourred at Boston on the 19th
of January, 1809, Tn 1815 his youthful parents both died within
a few weeks of each other, of consumption, leaving Edgar and two
other children utterly destitute. Although only six years old at
this time, the boy is stated to have been already noted for his
precocity and beauty, and would seem to have gained the admira-
tion, if he did not win the affection, of his godfather, Mr. Allan, 2
wealthy and intimate scqusintance of his deceased parents. Mr.
Allan adopted him; and although little that is authentic can be
learned of his early days, it may be worth record that a tenacious
memory and a musical ear are said to have enabled him to learn
by rote, and declaim with great effect, the finest passages of English
poetry to the evening visitors at his godfather’s house. Searcely,
however, had the little orphan time to get accustomed to his new
home, when lie was taken away to Europe by the Allans, and in
his seventh year left at a school in Stoke Newiogton, then a
distinet. town, but now a portion of London. Poe seems to have
looked back upon his sojourn in England with anything but
ungrateful reminiscences, That he declared the deseription of the
sehool and school-life in his tale of “ William Wilson " a faithful
reproduction of his own residence in the Stoke Newington Manor
House School, is probably correct ; while much, doubtless, of the
gloom and glamor of his writinga had their origin in the strange-
ness and friendlessness he must have experienced during his stay
in that foreign and “excessively ancient house,” The dreamy
walks and mouldering dwellinga that ahounded in the neighbor-
hood, could not fail to exert a strong influence upon 2 mind so
morbidly sensitive as Poe’s; nor can it be doubted that at the same
time, in the Zustrum of his life spent in England, he acquired a



