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PREFACE,

N complying with a wish, expressed both within

and without the society of the New Church,
which he serves, that certain discourses, prepared
at various times for the purpose of giving the teach-
ings of the Holy Word and of fair reasoning on the
subject of the foture life, might be placed within
the reach of those whe have known bereavement
or who may for other reasons be led to take ncar
views of death, the author would say that these
sermons are neither so closely connected as to form
an argument, nor so picely discriminated as to
avoid repetition, and that they are sent forth only
in the hope that some hearts may find therein
“ comfortable words™ ; may be led to doabt that

“ Deth
Grinted horrible 2 ghascly amile, to hear
Hisa famine should be flled ;™



vi FREFACE,

and to believe that

“ Death is anather life.  We bow cur heads
At going put, we think, and enter straight
Another golden chamber of the Riog's,
Larger than this we Jeave, and luvelier,”

BripcEwaTER, Mass.,
Feh., 1885,



BEYOND THE GRAVE.
“As the angels of God in Aegpen Vo Marr, xxii. 3o.

HERE are three ways of looking at the life

hereafter, and it is proposed to consider them
a little in order to see an what basis rests the doc-
trine of the New Church. How to prepare for the
future life is cbvinusly a queston of the greatest
importance, but it is equally evident that according
to the idea we bave of that other life will be our
preparation.  Moreover, it must be plain that if ali
men could be made to see clearly the nature of
this after life, a new and most powerful motive
would be added to those which lead them to con-
tend with evil and do what is right. I the idea
of the future existence be vague, the preparation
must be made in doubt. If the thought be that
the future life is itself a matter of doubt, then no

direct preparation whatever can be made for it.



